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IMPORTANT NOTICE
The 2021 KMGS Rock, Mineral and Gem Show
scheduled for March 13th &14th has been
cancelled due to uncertainty about COVID and
the inability to get firm commitments about
manning the show. We hope to see you next
year when we will pull out all the stops to make
it the most entertaining and educational show
yet.
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From the Presidents Corner
Another month has passed. Hope you are all bearing up under this snow. Joe and I are praying it will stop soon.
Can’t wait for spring to be here. A follow up on the classroom teaching Joe did last month. Three youngsters
attended his class and worked for 2 hours learning some lapidary skills. They all made a cabochon necklace for
their moms. Each of them also got a Thunder Egg, which Joe cut in half. It was a great way to pass on the love
of geology, and teach them more about stones and fossils.
Just a short story on how Joe and I got involved in Lapidary. I have a twin brother that lives in Colorado and has
been involved in “rock hounding” for several years. As the time came around for Joe to retire Larry said “Joe
you need a hobby”. And I’m sure you all know where it evolved from there. Forward three years, “rock fever”
has bitten another brother of mine, and he’s got it bad. He and his wife just spent a few months with friends in
Arizona. Their friends took them out in the dessert to hunt for petrified wood. They went to an old Turquoise
mine, and to the Quartzite show and on the way home they stopped at Larry’s house. That’s right, the one who
got us into rocks. Once home they spent a few days with us and got a bunch of rocks along with lessons. We
took a drive to the Gem Shop in Cedarburg and of course bought some more rocks. Now we’re one big happy
family because we’ve all got the fever.
Hope to see you at the next KMGS meeting, March 20th

Laura Fischer

MEETING UPDATE

Our next meeting will take place on Saturday, March 20, 2021 at the Clark House Museum
as the library still is not allowing use of the meeting room. The program/presentation has not
been determined and will be announced when it is known.
See you all there on Saturday, March 20, 2021. If you miss it, you’re a Herman!!
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February 6th, 2021 - KMGS Monthly Meeting
(1) Meeting Called to Order by Vice-President Debbie Elftman at 10:00 am.
(2) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the 12 members in attendance.
(3) The Minutes of the December meeting were dispensed with by unanimous consent and vote as so much
time had elapsed since the last meeting in December.
(4) Treasurers Report was read by Treasurer Tony Ilecki. Motion to accept as read by Mary Nettesheim,
Second by Marlene Ilecki. Motion carried.
(5) Tech Committee Report. There was no Tech Report as the position is open and we are still looking for
Someone to fill and take on the role.
(6) Show Committee Report: John Rettler reported that the 2021 show has been cancelled, due to the fears
and concerns surrounding the COVID-19 situation.
(A) Letters and a new contract for 2022 have been sent to the vendors, displayer and all involved.
(B) Discussions with the Washington County Fair Park have assured the KMGS that we will lose no
money because of the show cancellation and the deposit we have has been rolled forward to the
2022 Show to be held on March 12th & 13th, 2022.
(C) All Vendors have been offered the opportunity to (1) Get a refund of their fees paid to date. (2)
Roll their fees with a new contract towards the 2022 Show.
(D) As of now 6 of the 26 Vendors have requested that their 2021 fees be applied to the 2022 show,
and two have requested refunds, but expressed their desire to attend the show and will submit a new
contract.
(E) Plans for the 2022 60th Celebration of the KMGS and its annual Show are underway!
(F) Motion made by Gail Perrin to send $400 to the Washington County Fair Park as a deposit for the
2023, 2024, 2025 and 2026 Show Deposit. Second by Debbie Eltman. Motion Carried.
(7) Program Committee Report: There was no report, as Carol Ward has requested to be temporarily be
excused until such time the COVID threat is lessened. Mary Nettesheim will present a short program on
Garnets after the meeting.
(8) There was no Education Committee Report:
(9) The Sunshine Committee Report: There was no Sunshine Report, but Birthday wishes were expressed
for the members who had birthdays as their names were read off.

continued on page 4
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continued from page 3
(Old Business)
(10) The dispersal of the Milt Wilson Collection and the Ed Frynys Estate is complete. The Treasurer will
send Karen Wilson the appropriate share of the proceeds, and the remaining stock will remain on
consignment to KMGS Club Sales to be settled later.
(11) Tim Perrin is currently spearheading the project of creating a “Milt Wilson Collection” display of
Cabochons, and has a plan which will be shared with the club as it comes to fruition.
(12) John Rettler reminded the membership that this is a good time to contribute ideas for the Club Flyers
Cards we had discussed. Several ideas were presented, and all are encouraged to contribute as this is an
excellent time and activity for the club to undertake to “re-introduce the KMGS as the communites
reopen, and look for activities to take part in. Actions are tabled to a future date to allow members to
contribute.
(New Business)
(13) Doug Liepins had spoken with John Rettler regarding a potential meeting place at his church if the
Library or the Clark house is not available. We will keep it under advisement for now and the club
appreciates the tip.
(14) The idea of in lieu of the Annual Show the potential for a summer Outdoor Rock Swap may be a viable
alternative was suggested. A short discussion ensued, and the membership was decided to look for
potential locations including but not limited to the “Kiltie” in Oconomowoc.
(15) Tony emphatically requested members send articles or writings for the Kettle Krier to be shared to keep
the content fresh and enticing.
(16) Motion to adjourn by Marlene Ilecki. Second by Gail Perrin. Motion Carried.

John M Rettler – Secretary

While wandering around the Clark House
Museum before the February meeting, one display
caught the eye of our members. An eighteen
pound piece of float copper which was found
on a farm in Pewaukee in 1942. The piece is
shown on the right with a quarter near it for size
comparison. The exhibit sign is in photo on the
left.
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February Program Review
For those who braved the cold, snow and COVID on Saturday, Feb 6, Mary Nettesheim put together an
extremely interesting and educational program after the meeting. The subject was “garnets”.
Armed with various reference handouts and a display of garnet samples she has collected over the years,
Mary proceeded to inform us of the various types and how they are formed (commonly in schists). We
learned that there are 15 types of garnet, ranging from red (most common) to green (most valuable). While
garnets can be found all over the world many of these can be found in the state of Wisconsin, mostly in the
north/central part of the state.
After the presentation, Mary invited us to look over her collection and answered questions about it. All in all a
very interesting and informative morning.

Mary Nettesheim entertains our members with a program about garnets

Mary’s collection of garnet specimens with tags indicating
origin of the piece.
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THE KEWEENAW PENISULA
John Rettler

Looking forward to emerging out from the Wisconsin Winter – I am reminded of one hot July weekend we
decided to escape the heat and take a drive north to the historic Keweenaw Peninsula to escape the heat and
do some Rock Hounding.
The Keweenaw Peninsula is the uppermost point of the Upper a Peninsula of Michigan; pretty much six
hours straight north of where we live. The three-hundred-mile drive provided both some soothing cooler
temperatures and history lessons along the way.
This is "Copper Country" where after the Native Americans first produced metallic tools and traded copper
with the early settlers; and created some of the earliest mining riches of the "New World".
Houghton Michigan being the epicenter of both mining and shipping is the largest community in the area,
and after the long drive north we decided we would stop at a campground for the night.
(Editor’s Note: Houghton is home to the A.E. SEAMAN Mineral Museum, a must see if you are in the area.)

At dawn we woke up to the sun peaking over the waters and set upon our way to Copper Harbor and took the
customary pictures, and drove the circle route and stopped at several places along the shore to take in the
sights; of the water, the rocks, the waves, the Eagles and even a passing freighter steaming its way to a port.
We stopped off at a local Rock shop to look over their wares and bought a few for our collection. Spent an
hour visiting with the proprietor and shared Rock Hound stories. As a "Professional Courtesy" between
Rock Hounds; he advised us of a few locations of "Tailings Piles"; where the copper and iron mines dump
their discarded ore, this is usually low grade or contains undesirable material, but it often still has a few
specimens mixed in that slipped through the screening process. We spent a couple of hours scouring the
area, piles and area and collected a couple of buckets of samples, before moving on again.
We then drove west to the popular McNair State Park located near the town of Calumet. It's a nice park,
known for being able to find Lake Superior Agates or "Lakers" as they are commonly known. The rocky
beach is covered with colored rocks worn smooth from the erosion of the heavy lake currents rubbing them
against the rock and sand surface if the Great Lake.
It's always amazing to me how the waves and currents of the oceans or in this case the Great Lakes can move
rocks of considerable size from the bottom of thousands of feet and miles across; and wash them and erode
their surface and push them into the shores.
While we didn't find any Agates, we still collected some fine mineral and rock specimens and again filling a
bucket, and getting our feet and pant legs wet, we changed clothes and prepared to head back home.
The drive home was uneventful and we were tired. The six hour drive was enjoyable as we retraced our
route and took in the scenery and mild traffic. We arrived home tired but happy as we had traveled nearly
eight hundred miles and seen most of the Keweenaw Peninsula in just two days. Two days of travel and a
life time of experiences and memories.
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Sunshine Committee Corner

Here to share information about members for members. Please let us know what you wish to share.
Contact Marlene Ilecki, email: ileckimar@gmail.com, Phone:(414) 430-5788

Welcome National Noodle Month, Music in our Schools
Month & Irish American Month
THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
Cate Comdohr, March 14

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE IN MARCH

Mar 1, Peanut Butter Lover’s Day, Yellowstone becomes first national park in 1872;
Mar 2, Dr.
Seuss Day; Mar 3, “Star Spangled Banner” becomes National Anthem in 1931, National Mulled
Wine Day; Mar 4, U.S. Constitution goes into effect in 1789, Nat. Marching Music Day; Mar 5, Nat.

Unplugging Day; Mar 6, Silly Putty invented in 1950, Nat. Frozen Food Day; Mar 7, Alexander Graham Bell
patents telephone in 1876, Nat. Flapjack Day; Mar 8, Nat. Proof Reeding Day; Mar 9, Monitor and
Merrimack face off at Hampton Harbor, VA in 1862, Nat. Meatball Day; MAR 10, U.S. issues first paper
money in 1862, Bell makes first telephone call to Watson in 1876; Mar 11, Johnny Appleseed Day, Popcorn
Lovers Day; Mar 12, Girl Scouts founded in 1912; Mar 13, Earmuffs invented in 1877, First impeachment
trial begins (Andrew Johnson) in 1868; Mar 14, IT’S Pi DAY, Eli Whitney invents Cotton Gin in 1794,
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS(2:00AM); Mar 15, The Ides of March; Mar 16, Nat. Artichoke Day,
Robert Goddard launches first liquid fueled rocket in 1926; Mar 17, St Patricks Day, Rubber band invented
in 1845; Mar 18, Nat. Sloppy Joe day; Mar 19, Nat. Poultry day, “Daylight Saving Time” approved by
congress in 1918; Mar 20, FIRST DAY OF SPRING, Nat. Ravioli Day, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” published in
1852; Mar 21, Nat Poetry Day, Alcatraz closed in 1963; Mar 22, Nat. Goof-off Day; Mar 23, Patrick Henry
declares “Give me liberty, or give me death.” in 1775, Nat. Puppy Day; Mar 24, Nat. Cheesesteak Day;
Mar 26, Jonas Salk invents polio vaccine in 1955; Mar 27, Largest North American earthquake occurs in
Alaska (9.2) in 1964; Mar 28, Washing machine invented in 1797, Three Mile Island reactor event in 1979;
Mar 29, Nat. Mom & Pop Business Day, CocaCola invented in 1886; Mar 30, Nat. Pencil Day, Jeopardy
debuts in 1964, 15th Amendment ratified in 1870, Nat. Take a Walk in the Park Day; Mar 31, Nat. Bunsen
Burner Day, Manatee Appreciation Day, Eiffel Tower opens in 1889

SPRING IS ARRIVING
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY
The next membership meeting of KMGS will be at the Clark House Museum in
Pewaukee, WI on Saturday, March 20, 2021 at 10:00AM.
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THE LAST WORD
LET WINTER BE GONE AND SPRING BEGIN
As I sit here writing this, the warmer weather of spring is finally trying to influence the climate. During the
last two days, the snowbanks around my house have diminished by 7 inches. A few more days of this
and I might be able to think about finding the rock hunting tools that got buried in the snow over the
winter.
I have made a futile search for any rock shows within driving distance and came up empty. It looks like
we all need to wait just a little while longer to scratch the itch for our rockhounding hobby. I will let you
know if I find any shows or exhibits of interest by email, and hope you will let me and other members
know if you find anything
Meanwhile, if you have any stories about how you spent the last year while in quarantine, send them to
me and I will include them in a future issue of the Krier.

Thought for the month
A beer in the hand is the reward for a fun day of rockhounding

Happy rockhounding!!!
The next meeting of KMGS will be held on Saturday, March 20, 2021 at he Clark
House Museum. Start time is 10:00AM. See you there.
Please send all comments, submissions and ideas for articles to me at tilecki@ymail.com.
Tony Ilecki
Editor

LET SPRING BEGIN
HAPPY ST. PATTY’S DAY
STAY HEALTHY AND SAFE
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES
CODE OF ETHICS FOR ROCK COLLECTING
I will respect both public and private property and will do no collecting
on privately owed land without permission from the owner.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing
collecting on public lands and will observe them.
I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of
the property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no Jirearms or blasting materials in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind such as
fences, signs, buildings, etc.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build Jires only in designated or safe places and will be certain
they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material – matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will Jill all excavation holes that may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water supplies.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take
home only what I can reasonably use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to use fully and well the materials I have collected
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and beneJit of others.
I will report to my club or Federation ofJicers, Bureau of Land Management or other
authorities, any deposit of petriJied wood or other materials on public lands which should be
protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientiJic
purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use Good Outdoor Manners and will, at all times,
conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public Image of rockhounds
everywhere.
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