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The Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) was organized in 1960
for the purpose of gathering and disseminating knowledge of geology
and the earth sciences
Our meetings are held at the Pewaukee Public Library on the third
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM. Guests are always welcome.
Persons interested in becoming members can obtain an application
form from any of the oﬃcers.
Visit our website at www.kmgsrocks.com and like us on facebook.
The Kettle Krier is the oﬃcial publication of KMGS and is published
each month. Articles for publication must be submitted no later than
the second weekend of the month prior to publication.
KMGS is a member of the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and
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Societies.

TECH/WEBSITE
Position Open
SHOW COMMITTEE
John Rettler
email: johnrettler@gmail.com
PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Carol Ward
email: carol4159@sbcglobal.net
FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE
POSITION OPEN
Contact the president if interested
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Marlene Ilecki
email: ileckimar@gmail.com

NO SEPTEMBER MEETING
The Pewaukee Public Library has still not
opened the meeting rooms as of this writing, so
there will be no meeting of KMGS in September.
We shall continue to monitor the situation and
let you know about future meetings and and
events through email and the Krier.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Mike Andrysczyk
email: msandrysczyk@wi.rr.com

Our next scheduled meeting will be in October. Check your email for details
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August 8th, 2020 -KMGS Monthly Meeting
“Open Air Meeting” / Summer Picnic. - Nixon Park – Hartland WI.
As a result of the Covid-19 Corona Virus Disruption, and the unavailability of the Pewaukee
Library for the meeting room, and the past four meetings being cancelled and the inadvertent
potential for cross infection being transmitted. The KMGS Board of Directors has temporarily
moved the scheduled meeting to coincide with the Annual Summer Picnic to an “open-air” setting to
“re-open” the club to limited activities.
(1) Meeting Called to Order by President Mary Nettesheim at 12.25 PM.
(2) The President opened the meeting greeting the 18 members in attendance.
(Announcements)
(3) The President noted that we will vary from the normal format a bit due to the long absence of
meetings due to the Corona Virus “Shut-down”. However, she did inform the membership that in
compliance of the KMGS Bi-Laws - the Officers and Board of Directors have been meeting to carry
on the business of maintaining the integrity of the club in abstention.
(4) Due to unexpected resignations – The President announced the Current and Interim Officers as:
President - Mary Nettesheim / Debbie Elftman as Vice president. / Tony Ilecki will serve as
Treasurer. / John Rettler will remain the Secretary & Show Chairman. / Tim Perrin as “Board
Member at Large” will fill in to complete, the Board of Directors Roster.
(5) Due to the length of time between the last meeting and now, Reading of the February Minutes
was waived.
(6) The Pewaukee Library meeting Room is still closed, so any future meeting and their location
will resume as soon as practical and will be announced as they are scheduled.
(7) No “Goodie Detail” until further notice – due to potential for cross infection between members.
(8) If and when we return to the Library for meetings – Masks and Social Distancing may be
required.
(9) Treasurers Report was read by Treasurer Tony Ilecki. He also provided all Treasures Reports
from March, April. May, June & July for the record. Unanimous Motion to accept as read, carried.
(10) Tech Committee Report. There was no Tech Report as the position is open and we are looking
for Someone to fill and take on the role.
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

(11) Show Committee Report: John Rettler reported that the 2020 show was a success with only 4
Vendors opting out due to injuries from an accident – and apprehension of the ensuing COVID-19
“Shut-Down”.
(12) All club and non-club Vendors were mailed a welcome letter to invite to the 2021 Show along
with a survey, as plans are well underway for the 2021 Show. The Location is secured, some
Vendors are already full paid for the next show and a discount for tables was extended until
December 31st, to encourage a return to the show. Plans will be announced as they become
available.
(13) There was no Education Committee Report: As there have not been any “educational Events
due to the COVID-19 “Shut-Down”.
(14) The Sunshine Committee Report: There was no Sunshine Report, but a Birthday Card was
circulated for Founding and Charter Member Bernice McCloskey who turned 98 on July 18th.
(15) There was no Program Committee Report: As no programs are planned at this point.
(Old Business)
(16) President Mary Nettesheim announced that the Storage Unit afforded us by Sadie Beacham
was now empty, as all the materials was moved out by John & Mary Rettler and family and was now
being stored at their home. Some of which was made available at this meeting for member to take
home courtesy of the Ed Fryns Estate donation.
(17) John Rettler has also tentatively secured a Location in his office building in Germantown,
where the remaining stock can be moved to be distributed to the members. Also, if things go wellthis location may also be used as a place to sell to the members the inventory from Late member Milt
Wilson which Karen asked the club to sell and disperse. Details will follow – watch the Kettle Krier
and your e-mails for more details as they are available.
(18) Robert Turlock offered a barn location to store materials if needed.
(New Business)
(19) We need a Tech Committee point person / Chairman. Sadie Beacham expressed interest in the
position, but if anyone else wished to step up and assist – contact President Mary Nettesheim.

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

(20) John Rettler requested input on the possibility of a Pre-Christmas / Holiday sale for MEMBERS ONLY.
(A) None of the member vendors had access to shows to sell their goods.
(B) The public has not had access for vendors for gifts and materials due to COVID-19 “Shut-Down”.
(C) “IF” we can use the same space for distributing the Ed Fryn’s Estate and Milt Wilson Materials –
perhaps we can arrange a public sale at the same location.
(D) If so: It would be a great opportunity for Club members to sell some inventory and goods.
(E) This is a GREAT promotion for the upcoming KMGS Show just a few months away.
(F) Details will be announced if this can be arranged.
(21) President Mary Nettesheim asked Tony Ilecki to discuss a flyer he and Marlene picked up from the
Minocqua Club which promotes their club and is distributed to draw attention and awareness to their club.
This is a well-designed and professionally printed glossy flyer, complete with meeting dates, times, and
location. It is distributed by members and the local Departments of Tourism.
(22) The Board has discussed this and while no decision has yet been made – it is something perhaps the
KMGS should consider. The Board requests input on this as it is a possible tool for promoting the KMGS to
the public.
(23) John Rettler noted that in these trying times with so many of our fellow clubs and vendors who make
their living from sales in turmoil and struggling, Bill Schoenfuss in Wausau was holding a raffle awarding
Moonstone and Obsidian as awards to raise income. We all should (if we can) support our own members and
fellow Rockhound whenever we can.
(24)

Door Prizes were donated by the Ed Fryns estate Donation.

(25) Larry Christopherson had a table of specimens and stock suitable for Jewelry making for sale at
severely discounted prices available to the attendees.
(26) Members brought their own foods and drinks for the picnic; a grill was available to make burgers or
heat food. No cross distribution took place- but a good time was enjoyed by all.
(27) Motion to adjourn by Marlene Ilecki. Second by Peter Graetz. Motion Carried.

John M Rettler – Secretary
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KMGS FINALLY MEETS AFTER SHOW
August 8, 2020 was a great day. KMGS finally was able to get together as a group. The event was the annual
picnic at Nixon Park in Hartland. The weather was great, not too hot or humid with plenty of sunshine, and 18
members of KMGS felt the need to gather and converse. The grill was lit and well used by those who brought
brats, hot dogs and hamburgers. Chairs were set up according to the “social distancing” guidelines. Buckets
of rocks were placed around the area for members to look through and “collect”. In short, all was well and
attendees enjoyed being able to finally get together and chat with others.
Since there had been no meetings of the club since February, it was decided that a short business meeting
would be held during the event. After herding all the members together, President Mary Nettesheim called the
meeting to order and brought the group up to date on the “state of KMGS”. After the usual reports from the
secretary and treasurer John Rettler updated us on the March 2020 show and the status of the upcoming 2021
show. It was also mentioned that a room has been tentatively secured for display of the remaining rocks of the
Ed Fryns donation. This will allow members to look them over and add to their collections. It will also be used
to display Milt Wilson’s collection for sale to members. Details will be sent out by email and in the Krier as
information becomes available.
And after adjournment the socializing began again in earnest as tales of the hunt were exchanged, people pored
over the items that Larry Christopherson had brought, and there was a lot digging through the pails of rocks
brought by John Rettler. It was indeed time to have fun. The only downside was that the beer garden was not
open during our stay.

Our welcome sign
Relaxing in the park

President Mary Nettesheim
tries to bring order to the
meeting

Rocks to dig through

The grill is on!!
Photos by Liza Wallner
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From the Presidents Corner

Hello KMGS members
Wow! I feel like I just wrote my column for August and now September is just around the corner.
It was really great seeing some of you at the picnic. The weather was great, the conversation was
entertaining and it’s always fun going thru buckets of rocks. It was amazing some of the pieces found in the
material that was out of the storage unit. I think everyone went home with something special.
I wish I could announce that we would be meeting in September but at this time that is still not possible. We
have to wait until the Pewaukee Library gives us the green light for meeting there.
The good news is we are still planning on our 2021 Show. John has been very busy contacting last year’s
vendors and if you have not let John know if your are displaying, please email him as soon as possible so we
can figure how many display tables we will need. If you have not displayed at the show in the past, please
consider doing it in 2021. I guarantee you will have a good time doing it.
Well that s all for this month. Stay healthy and keep on rockin’ .
Mary

Possible Events in the Coming Months
I have scoured the web looking for events and shows in our area and have come up with these from the
MWF website. I’m not sure if this is up to date, so check before you go to see if the event is cancelled.
Sept. 26-27: OSHKOSH, WI Oshkosh Earth Science Club Annual Show. Sat 9 am - 5 pm; Sun 10 am
- 4 pm. Sunnyview Expo Center, 500 E. County Rd. Y, Oshkosh. Contact: Ann Voges, (920) 725-7690
3-4: SPRINGFIELD, IL Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society Annual Show. Sat 10 am - 6 pm; Sun 10
am - 4 pm. Orr Building, Illinois State Fairgrounds, 801 E. Sangamon Ave, Springfield.
31- NOV 1: STURTEVANT, WI Racine Geological Society Annual Show. Sat 10 am - 5 pm; Sun 10
am - 4 pm. Fountain Banquet Hall, 8505 Durand Ave, Sturtevant. Contact: John Lowman, (262)

The following page contains part 2 of John Rettler’s article “My Relationship
With Rocks”. Enjoy the read.
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My Relationship With Rocks. By John M. Rettler
Part 2 of 6. Awakening
My childhood was like everybody else’s, growing up oblivious the world around me, except having the privilege
of a superior early education from growing up in the country on a farm.
As in everybody’s life, there are events and occurrences which open our eyes to new thoughts, adventures, and
educational moments. These educational moments occur without notice and can create, thoughts, introduce
questions, and stimulate research into topics which we will become useful forming deeper education, career
endeavors and more.
One such moment came when I was picking stones on a hot day and tossed a football sized rock onto the growing
pile on the fence-line. Upon impact with the other already deposited rocks, it split nearly symmetrically into two
halves. I remember examining the two halves and wondered how or why it broke so evenly as it did. Was it the
heat? Was it a fracture from expanding frozen water which had seeped into the porous rock during the winter?
Was it a simple flaw in the physical makeup of the grainy construct of the rock itself?
This was the first time I recall taking a keen interest into mineralogy and geology, and began to learn, visualize
and apply terms like grain size, patterns, conchoidal fractures, various crystal formations, hardness properties and
the ensuing science of geology, physics, even paleontology and archaeology began to take precedence over the
formerly frustrating chore of “picking stones” on the farm.
My newfound passion or intrigue with rocks, minerals, geology, and the earth science was enhanced and firmly
embedded within me. My lifetime desire for education was piqued and I needed to learn more to satisfy my
curiosity.
So, the journey began as I gradually and unwittingly became a Rockhound over the objections of an otherwise
generally sane mind, and eventually more discoveries and events, deepened my desire to learn more about earth
science and world we take for granted. The experiences over the following years and beyond, opened a new
world to study far beyond the thoughts of most who take our surroundings for granted.
While never being as academically proficient as my siblings, and having a strong desire to embark on a career in
agriculture, I began a journey in my formative years which would propel me forward into life as I had not
expected.
Agriculture is a vocation deeply immersed in earth science, including, and utilizing biology, animal husbandry,
geology, agronomy, physics, combined with engineering, finance, geometry and mathematics basically calling for
a general competency in resourcefulness.
Who knew that watching a rock tossed aside to be discarded cracking along its conchoidal fracture would be the
steppingstone to an education for a lifetime an eventual career and hobby?
My interests were heightened, and the learning came easier, as if I had been naturally groomed my entire young
life to embark on a career where geology and earth science where the foundation upon which I would excel.
But this was just the beginning.
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Sunshine Committee Corner

Here to share information about members for members. Please let us know what you wish to share.
Contact Marlene Ilecki, email: ileckimar@gmail.com, Phone:(414) 430-5788

Welcome to International Square Dancing Month
and

National Fall Hat Month
THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
SEP 1, Robert Zinkgraf; Sep 2, Megan McDonald; SEP 13, Larry Christopherson and Gene Clark;
SEP 16, Mike Andrysczyk; SEP 24, Mary Rettler

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE IN SEPTEMBER

Sep 1, “Mary Had a Little Lamb” published in 1830, Emma M. Nutt becomes 1st woman
telephone operator in 1878; Sep 2, Great fire of London (1666), VJ Day Japanese signed
surrender on USS Missouri (1945); Sep 4, Barney Flaherty, age 10, becomes 1st newspaper
carrier (1883); Sep 7, LABOR DAY, National Beer Lover’s Day, ”Uncle Sam” originated in 1813;
Sep 9, National Teddy Bear Day, National Wiener Schnitzel Day; Sep 10, Swanson bring out the
TV dinner (1953), Sewing machine patented (1846); Sep 11, Patriot Day, Twin Towers and
Pentagon attacked by terrorists; Sep 14, Frances Scott-Key writes lyrics to “Star Spangled
Banner” (1814), National Cream Filled Donut Day; Sep 16, Mayflower sets sail from Plymouth,
England (1620); SEP 17, U.S. Constitution Signed by congress (1787); Sep 18, National
Cheeseburger Day; Sep 19, Talk Like a Pirate Day; Sep 22, Voter Registration Day (Make sure
you register to vote.); Sep 26, U.S. Postal Service established (1789), National Public Lands
Day; Sep 27, National Corned Beef Hash Day; Sep 28, National Drink Beer Day; Sep 29,
National Coffee Day; Sep 30, National Hot Mulled Cider Day

HAPPY LABOR DAY

PATRIOT DAY SEPTEMBER 11
NEVER FORGET
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THE LAST WORD

Hey, we all had a good time at the KMGS Picnic/meeting in August. It was delightful to actually see members of
KMGS face to face for the first time since March. There was a lot of conversation among members and buckets of
rocks of rocks to sort through and take home.
As time passes it seems that more organizations are starting to venture into having outdoor group outings.
Chippewa Valley Rock and Gem Club has held a rock swap at the end of August, and a few outdoor art shows are
beginning to crop up. Alas, the time will soon be here when the weather will not permit outdoor activities and it is
not known whether indoors gatherings of any size will be permitted. Should you become aware any “rock swaps”
or outdoor events related to rocks and/or geology, please let me know so that I can pass the word on to other
members.

Thought for the month
Remember, the year 2020 will pass. May 2021 bring an end to this madness!

Happy rockhounding!!!

See you all at the Pewaukee Public Library, one of these months
Please send all comments, submissions and ideas for articles to me at tilecki@ymail.com.
Tony Ilecki
Editor

HAVE A HAPPY
SEPTEMBER
LABOR DAY,
STAY HEALTHY AND SAFE
ENJOY THE BEGINNING OF THE FALL
COLOR SEASON
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES
CODE OF ETHICS FOR ROCK COLLECTING
I will respect both public and private property and will do no collecting
on privately owed land without permission from the owner.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing
collecting on public lands and will observe them.
I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of
the property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no Jirearms or blasting materials in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind such as
fences, signs, buildings, etc.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build Jires only in designated or safe places and will be certain
they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material – matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will Jill all excavation holes that may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water supplies.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take
home only what I can reasonably use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to use fully and well the materials I have collected and
will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and beneJit of others.
I will report to my club or Federation ofJicers, Bureau of Land Management or other authorities,
any deposit of petriJied wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for the
enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientiJic purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use Good Outdoor Manners and will, at all times,
conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public Image of rockhounds
everywhere.
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