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2020 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES


PRESIDENT

Mary Nettesheim


goinwest48@aol.com


VICE-PRESIDENT

Debbi Elftman


email: dlelftman@yahoo.com


TREASURER

Tony Ilecki


email: tilecki@ymail.com


SECRETARY

John Rettler


email: johnrettler@gmail.com


KETTLE KRIER EDITOR

Tony Ilecki


email: tilecki@ymail.com

Phone (414) 881-3411


TECH/WEBSITE

Position Open 

SHOW COMMITTEE

John Rettler


email: johnrettler@gmail.com


PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Carol Ward


email: carol4159@sbcglobal.net


FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE

POSITION OPEN 

Contact the president if interested


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

Marlene Ilecki


email: ileckimar@gmail.com


EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Mike Andrysczyk


email: msandrysczyk@wi.rr.com

The Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) was organized in 1960 
for the purpose of gathering and disseminating knowledge of geology 
and the earth sciences


Our meetings are held at the Pewaukee Public Library on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  Guests are always welcome.  
Persons interested in becoming members can obtain an application 
form from any of the officers.


Visit our website at www.kmgsrocks.com and like us on facebook.


The Kettle Krier is the official publication of KMGS and is published 
each month.  Articles for publication must be submitted no later than 
the second weekend of the month prior to publication.


KMGS is a member of the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and 
Geological Society and the American Federation of Geological 
Societies.

Our next scheduled meeting will be in August.  Check your email for details

THE KETTLE KRIER
Official Publication of Kettle Moraine Geological Society 

Visit our web site at www.kmgsrocks.com

NOTICE OF MEETING CHANGE 
Since our regular meeting place is limited to 10 
persons, the Board of Directors has decided to 

hold our first after-quarantine meeting in 
August during the annual picnic.  The location 

is Nixon Park in Hartland, and the date is 
Saturday, Aug 8.  Details will follow in the July 

issue, on our web site and through email. 

mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
mailto:johnrettler@gmail.com
mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
mailto:johnrettler@gmail.com
mailto:carol4159@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ileckimar@gmail.com
mailto:msandrysczyk@wi.rr.com
mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
mailto:johnrettler@gmail.com
mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
mailto:johnrettler@gmail.com
mailto:carol4159@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ileckimar@gmail.com
mailto:msandrysczyk@wi.rr.com
http://www.kmgsrocks.com
http://www.kmgsrocks.com


June  2020 Volume  4A Issue 6

Page 2

From the Presidents Corner 
Hello to my KMGS members,  I hope you all had a nice Memorial Day weekend.  The weather is finally 
starting to feel like summer is really coming.  For Memorial Day I went to the Wisconsin Public Radio’s

Wisconsin Remembers:  A face for every name on the internet.   My Dad’s cousin Bruce is on the Viet Nam 
Memorial wall. WPR gathered a photo for every Wisconsin casualty.  It gave me a chance to see Bruce and 
remember him. 


The board met on May 20th and we put together what we think is a game plan for getting the group back 
together.  Pewaukee Library has put a limit of 10 people for a meeting.  So we realized that was not going to 
work.  It was decided to take June and July off.  The plan is to have the club picnic on August 8th at Nixon 
Park in Hartland.  This will be our kickoff to getting back together.  So please watch for more details in an 
upcoming newsletter. 


That’s all for this month, so keep searching  for those hidden gems and be ready to show them off to the 
group.


Mary Nettesheim

MEETING UPDATE 
As noted in the President’s Message,  the June and July meetings have been cancelled due to the limitation of only 10 
persons per gathering at our usual meeting place.  As of now, it is planned to combine our annual picnic and the 
August meeting.  Preparations are being made and more details will be sent out via email and on our web site.  Stay 
tuned and we will let you know of future developments.


 The “My Favorite Rock” series continues this month on page 3.  This month Mary Nettesheim tells the story 
of “BIG BLUE”.


While enjoying her narrative, think about your favorite rock or specimen in your collection.  Take a couple of 
photos of it and tell us how you got it and why it is the favorite of your collection.  Send your article and 
photos to me at tilecki@ymail.com.  You too can have a byline in the club newsletter.


Tony Ilecki

Editor

Kettle Krier
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My Favorite “Rock” 
Mary Nettesheim


My favorite rock is not really a rock, it is a mineral specimen.  In the late 1980’s I started going to Cave-
in-Rock, Il with Janet Schmitt.  We made 3 trips there.  It was on my second trip that I found “Big 
Blue”.  This area of Illinois was at one time the world’s largest supplier of Fluorite.  I won’t go into all of 
fluorite’s uses because this story would be very long.  That’s something you can research.  To 
purchase Fluorite you needed to ask around town who had “spar” to sell.   One of our contacts for 
buying Fluorite & Calcite, along with other associated minerals, was Glenn Rose.  This is a very hilly 
and heavily wooded area and most miners lived up in the hills.  The roads off the main drag were 
gravel and you never knew what or who you were going to meet.  Glenn and his wife were really nice.  
He worked at the Denton mine and if I remember right, was a foreman.  On our second trip to Glenn’s, I 
mentioned I was hoping to maybe find some blue fluorite.  Fluorite from this area at the time was 
mainly shades of purple, from Lilac to almost black and yellow.  When his wife heard this she asked 
Glenn if she could bring out a piece from in the house.  He said Ok.   I was expecting a small 3-4 inch 
piece of some shade of blue.  Instead she brought out a 12” long 10” wide piece of the most beautiful 
blue fluorite I had ever seen.  It was a number of corners all jumbled together, sparkling with tiny 
crystals of Chalcopyrite and then studded with a few semi-clear, rectangular Calcite crystals.  It also 
had on the corners a hint of purple running along the edges.  My jaw dropped waiting for a price.   We 
were use to paying $30-$40.00 for a flat of pieces which varied in quality.  You had to take the bad with 
the good.  I was sure it would be a couple of hundred dollars and I did not have that much money to 
spend for a single piece.  Well, Glenn thought for a little bit and then asked if $30.00 was OK.  I had my 
money out and in his hand in 10 seconds flat.  They  had  been using  this  piece for a door stop by the 
front door. It was covered in cobwebs and dust but I could see it was a real treasure.  It has been my  
favorite ” Rock” ever since that day.  (See photos below) You might wonder why I took a picture of the 
bottom. Note the Calcite crystals in the center.  That means it was broke loose from the fluorite deposit 
prior to the Calcite forming.  
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Sunshine Committee Corner 
Here to share information about members for members.  Please let us know what you wish to share.


Contact Marlene Ilecki, email: ileckimar@gmail.com,  Phone:(414) 430-5788


Welcome to National Accordion Awareness Month

THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS


June 2, Ed McCullough;  June 13 Nyssa Unger;  June 26, Monica Daily;  June 29 Liza Wallner 

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE IN JUNE 
June 1: National Trail Day, Ed Sullivan’s last show(1971);  June 3:  Rolling Stones 1st US 
Tour(1964);  June 4: Hug your cat day;  June 5: Hot Air Balloon Day, National Doughnut Day;  
JUNE 6, D-Day(1944), First Drive-in Movie opens in Camden, N.J.(1933), National Yo-Yo Day;  
June 7: VCR Day; June 9: Donald Duck premieres(1934);  June 10: Ben Franklin flies a 
kite(1752), Ball point pen patented(1943);  June 13: Weed your garden day;  JUNE 14; FLAG 
DAY, U.S. Army formed(1775), National Bourbon Day;  June 17: Magna Carta signed(1215);  
June 19: Juneteenth, Statue of Liberty arrives in NYC(1885)  June 18: Sally Ride is 1st woman in 
space(1983);  June 20: Summer Solstice;  June 21: Father’s Day, National Selfie Day;  June 22: 
National Onion Ring Day;  June 24: National Fairy Day;  June 26: National Canoe Day:  June 27: 
Happy Birthday song(1859);  June 28: WW1 ends(Treaty of Versailles(1919), Paul Bunyan Day;  
June 30: Meteor Day, Large meteor or comet strikes Siberia(1908) 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

The next scheduled meeting of KMGS will be the combined picnic/
meeting at Nixon Park in Hartland on Saturday, Aug 8, 2020 
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KMGS RECENT HAPPENINGS 

Just a note to inform you of the events that have occurred recently.  Obviously COVID-19 has disrupted 
life for all of us.  We have not been able to get together as a club since the annual show in March.  The 
March, April, May and June meetings have been cancelled due to the Pewaukee Library limiting 
attendance to no more than 10 persons.  It looks like July will have the same restrictions, so unless 
things change there will be no July meeting.  So here is what it looks like going forward.


The Board of Directors met in mid May and the consensus was that the August business meeting will 
be held in conjunction with the annual picnic.  We are trying to locate an outdoor venue that will have 
open facilities (toilets) during the month of August.  Stay tuned to our web site, Facebook page and 
check your email for further developments.


Also during this time Megan McDonald, our treasurer, has resigned from the club for personal reasons.  
We will miss Megan and wish her well in the future, and hope that if circumstances change she will 
consider joining us again.


This left the position of treasurer open.  The Board of Directors decided that the position be filled for 
the remainder of the term by Tony Ilecki, and that Debbi Elftman be appointed to fill the position of Vice 
President.  These changes have been noted on the front page listing of officers.


It also leaves an opening for the Tech Committee chairperson responsible for the web site updates, etc.  
Anyone interested in giving us a hand with the web site and other “techie” type stuff can contact Mary 
Nettesheim or any of the other officers.  We need this help!!


Lastly, we need to remove the remainder of the rocks from the storage facility.  We are working on a 
location to place them so that club members may look them over and relieve us of many of them.  
Prices will be negotiable.  Help will be needed to move the rocks and a request for help will be sent out 
when date and time are set.


That is where we are at right now.  Until we can meet again, don’t forget about KMGS and have fun 
rockhounding.


BREAKING NEWS:  Just prior to deadline, Mary Nettesheim informed the Krier that the annual picnic 
will be held on Saturday, August 8 at Nixon Park in Hartland, so hold that date open.  There will be 
portable facilities for use if the building is not available.  Details will follow in the July newsletter, on the 
web site and by email.
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THE LAST WORD 
Well we’re still in the Corona Virus mess.  Hope you are all healthy and haven’t had too many plans cancelled.  In 
my case, many of the shows and sales events that we were planning to attend and sell at have been cancelled, 
which means we stay home.  The bad part of this is that we purchased a new trailer RV in the fall to use on many of 
these trips.  It still hasn’t seen the road.  Based on the fact that there are no facilities open at many state parks and 
many private campgrounds are closed, it looks like the RV may not get to be used at all this year.  I guess there is 
always next year.


As editor I am still looking for submissions of articles to put in the Krier.  Some of you must have some rock hunting 
or lapidary tips to share with our members.  Reviews of books, DVDs or TV shows are welcome as well.  Share the 
knowledge with fellow rockhounds and see your name as a byline.


Thought for the month 
THIS TOO SHALL PASS 
Happy rockhounding!!! 

See you all at the Pewaukee Public Library, one of these months 

Please send all comments, submissions and ideas for articles to me at tilecki@ymail.com. 

Tony Ilecki

Editor

HAVE A HAPPY 
JUNE 

FATHER’S DAY, 
FLAG DAY, 

STAY HEALTHY AND SAFE, 
 CELEBRATE NATIONAL BOURBON DAY   
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AMERICAN	FEDERATION	OF	MINERALOGICAL	SOCIETIES	
CODE	OF	ETHICS	FOR	ROCK	COLLECTING	

I	will	respect	both	public	and	private	property	and	will	do	no	collecting	
on	privately	owed	land	without	permission	from	the	owner.	

I	will	keep	informed	on	all	laws,	regulations	or	rules	governing	
collecting	on	public	lands	and	will	observe	them.	

I	will,	to	the	best	of	my	ability,	ascertain	the	boundary	lines	of	
the	property	on	which	I	plan	to	collect.	

I	will	use	no	Jirearms	or	blasting	materials	in	collecting	areas.	

I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	property	of	any	kind	such	as	
fences,	signs,	buildings,	etc.	

I	will	leave	all	gates	as	found.	

I	will	build	Jires	only	in	designated	or	safe	places	and	will	be	certain	
they	are	completely	extinguished	before	leaving	the	area.	

I	will	discard	no	burning	material	–	matches,	cigarettes,	etc.	

I	will	Jill	all	excavation	holes	that	may	be	dangerous	to	livestock.	

I	will	not	contaminate	wells,	creeks,	or	other	water	supplies.	

I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	collecting	material	and	will	take	
home	only	what	I	can	reasonably	use.	

I	will	practice	conservation	and	undertake	to	use	fully	and	well	the	materials	I	have	collected	and	
will	recycle	my	surplus	for	the	pleasure	and	beneJit	of	others.	

I	will	report	to	my	club	or	Federation	ofJicers,	Bureau	of	Land	Management	or	other	authorities,	
any	deposit	of	petriJied	wood	or	other	materials	on	public	lands	which	should	be	protected	for	the	
enjoyment	of	future	generations	for	public	educational	and	scientiJic	purposes.	

I	will	appreciate	and	protect	our	heritage	of	natural	resources.	

I	will	observe	the	“Golden	Rule”,	will	use	Good	Outdoor	Manners	and	will,	at	all	times,	
conduct	myself	in	a	manner	which	will	add	to	the	stature	and	Public	Image	of	rockhounds	
everywhere.	
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