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PRESIDENT

Mary Nettesheim


email:goinwest48@aol.com


VICE-PRESIDENT

Mary Nettesheim


goinwest48@aol.com


TREASURER

Tony Ilecki


email: tilecki@ymail.com


SECRETARY

John Rettler


email: johnrettler@gmail.com


KETTLE KRIER EDITOR

Tony Ilecki


email: tilecki@ymail.com

Phone (414) 881-3411


TECH/WEBSITE

POSITION OPEN 

SHOW COMMITTEE

John Rettler


email: johnrettler@gmail.com


PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Carol Ward


email: carol4159@sbcglobal.net


FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE

POSITION OPEN 

Contact the president if interested


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

Marlene Ilecki


email: ileckimar@gmail.com


EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Mike Andrysczyk


email: msandrysczyk@wi.rr.com

The Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) was organized in 1960 
for the purpose of gathering and disseminating knowledge of geology 
and the earth sciences


Our meetings are held at the Pewaukee Public Library on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  Guests are always welcome.  
Persons interested in becoming members can obtain an application 
form from any of the officers.


Visit our website at www.kmgsrocks.com and like us on facebook.


The Kettle Krier is the official publication of KMGS and is published 
each month.  Articles for publication must be submitted no later than 
the second weekend of the month prior to publication.


KMGS is a member of the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and 
Geological Society and the American Federation of Geological 
Societies.

TOGETHER	AGAIN	AT	LAST	AT	NIXON	
PARK	FOR	THE	ANNUAL	PICNIC	
SATURDAY,	AUGUST	8	AT	NOON	

KMGS	is	scheduled	to	have	our	first	get	together	since	our	
March	show.		The	Annual	KMGS	picnic	is	scheduled	to	be	held	
at	Nixon	Park	in	Hartland	on	Saturday,	August	8.		We	will	be	
gathering	at	the	shelter	near	the	bathrooms	and	I	understand	
that	they	will	be	open.		Due	to	COVID	concerns,	please	bring	
your	own	refreshments.		A	grill	will	be	set	ablaze	to	cook	your	
brats,	burgers	etc.		Common	dishes	to	pass	are	discouraged.		It	

is	also	recommended	that	you	bring	a	face	mask	if	“social	
distancing”	is	not	possible.		Come	join	us	for	fun,	frivolity	and	a	

liNle	bit	of	business.	

Because	this	will	be	the	first	Pme	in	5	months	that	we	are	
together,	we	will	hold	a	meePng	during	the	event	to	inform	

members	of	events	that	occurred	since	March	as	well	as	some	
preNy	interesPng	things	that	are	being	set	up	for	the	near	

future.	

SEE	NEXT	PAGE	FOR	MAP	TO	NIXON	PARK	

THE KETTLE KRIER
Official Publication of Kettle Moraine Geological Society 

Visit our web site at www.kmgsrocks.com
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The next get-together of KMGS will be held on August 8, 2020.  This 
will be an outdoor gathering at Nixon Park in Hartford, WI at the 

shelter area.  It will be a meeting/picnic.  According to Janet Schmitt, 
the bathrooms will be open (HOORAY).  Bring your own food (due to 

COVID19 a dish to pass is discouraged).  A grill will be going for brats, 
burgers, and hot dogs.  The scheduled time in Noon until 4PM or 

when we run out of things to talk about.  Now all we need is for the 
beer garden to be open.  

President’s	Corner	
Hello	my	fellow	Rockhounds,	

Here	we	are	in	August	and	I	am	looking	forward	to	seeing	you	at	the	picnic	on	August	8th.		It	will	be	fun	to	
catchup	with	how	you	have	been	spending	your	Pme.			For	those	of	you	who	are	not	ready	to	get	together	
I	want	you	to	know	you	will	be	missed.	

I	wish	I	had	a	definite	answer	on	when	we	will	be	able	to	hold	our	regular	meePngs.		As	of	this	wriPng	the	
Pewaukee	Library	sPll	has	the	meePng	room	closed.		Come	fall	we	sPll	may	be	on	hiatus.		Let’s	keep	our	
fingers	crossed	that	the	numbers	go	down	and	the	room	opens	up.	

I	know	that	Tony	would	appreciate	some	arPcles	for	the	newsleNer.		Please	take	some	Pme	and	write	a	
liNle	story	about	anything	you	like.		I	enjoy	reading	arPcles	on	how	you	came	into	the	hobby,	collecPng	
trips	you	have	taken	or	about	your	favorite	piece.		Lapidary	&	jewelry	people		could	maybe	share	some	of	
their	Pps	that	they	learned	over	the	years.	

That’s	all	I	have	for	this	month,	stay	safe,	stay	healthy	and	keep	on	rockin’.	

Mary	N.	
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My Relationship With Rocks. By John M. Rettler 
Part -1 of 6. My early years 

Let me start out by saying this writing is essentially an account of my life and relationships with rocks, written 
for entertainment, based upon subjective facts and the conclusions drawn from various ideologies of a middle 
aged man who grew up in the 70’s.  

Not that after all those decades some hallucinogenic drugs, fungal or herbal residue, which may be present and 
found its way to the surface to inspire such folly, but I am always amazed, or at least not surprised, at the 
connections between man and rocks. 

I apologize in advance to those offended by the generalization of me calling them rocks, as some will rightfully 
be offended by my non-scientific description of the complexities of the makeup of the common rock. 

To do justice to Rocks as a general term, I am using the general term of “rocks” to include every collection and 
congregation of atoms, elements and minerals, to create a solid mass to fit the general description of the 
collectable items of endearment we all enjoy.  

I am not a scientist, geologist, anthropologist, geophysicist, chemist, theologian, or even a high priest of dirt! 
Although I used to be a farmer and had an intimate encounter with the soil and the endless process of “picking 
stones” as the systematic collecting of rocks every spring at crop planting time. I was intrigued by the love/hate 
relationship between my career and rocks.  

My roots as a Rockhound didn’t begin there, as the annual tradition of “picking Stones”, a phrase and term sure 
to touch a nerve in all whoever participated or was directed to the job of walking afoot across several hundred 
acres of cropland in search of rocks “the size of your fist or larger”, to collect them and remove them from the 
fields and discard them out of the way of planting and crop harvesting equipment.  It was and remains an annual 
chore to detest rather than enjoy. 

When the frost pushed a fist sized rock or larger to the surface, I generally saw it as an attack by Satan, 
determined to cause frustration and financial ruin later, when it found its way into planting or harvesting 
equipment, where it would cause hundreds, if not thousands of dollars of damage, and costly delays for repairs, 
which were sure to translate into lost profits. 

Continued on next page

For the next few issues we will be following John Rettler’s love/hate relationship with 
“rocks’ in his own words.  The following is the first installment.
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Continued from previous page 

As even a small rock has the innate ability to find its way between two pieces of metal or iron and cause 
deformation, breakage, to dull or ruin the sharpened edges of the fast rotating knives and cutting bar of a forage 
harvest or combine. Powered by hundreds of horsepower spinning the internal parts at hundreds of RPM’s, a 
rock was a formidable foe, intent upon causing damage and ruin. Thus, eliminating the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the process, and causing hours of costly down-time and thousands of dollars in repairs.  

Such interruption and down-time create unexpected severe interruption of the time-sensitive planting or 
harvesting process, causing angst and frustration for the farmer, resulting in the loss of profitability, the liberal 
use of profanity, and provoked the creation of multi-syllabic murmurings usually associated with anger or 
frustration. 

Which is why one of the first jobs a kid growing up on the farm learned to do was to walk the fields on a 
undefined row pattern wide enough for the capabilities of eye sight, and narrow enough to not allow the 
oversight to any remaining collections of mineral deposits from Satan.  

Therefore, when a Rockhound encounters someone who grew up on the farm, they experience quite different 
perceptions of the concept of scouring the landscape for rocks. Some see it as an opportunity for a terrific find. 
Others recall less than fond memories of hours under the hot sun, working up a sweat in dusty conditions, 
walking miles across the barren tilled landscapes bending over and picking up rocks and depositing them into a 
hydraulic bucket or “Stone Wagon” for transportation to the nearest fence-line for disposal. 

Or upon finding a larger culprit, getting on to our knees with a shovel and digging up a small boulder clinging 
to the subsurface, making its removal a time-taking laborious endeavor, only to return to the monotony and 
hard work upon its removal and discarding of the boulder from the area until the acres of cropland has been 
cleared.  Only to return the following spring after the frost pushed their still submerged satanic brethren 
towards the surface, to once again begin the process where we left off to pick some more and repeat the 
process until the visual surface is free of the Satanic Mineralized Debris.  

Of course, there was the natural curiosity when we overturned a rock and saw a pattern a unique color or a 
curious grain, shape, or texture. But at the end of the day they were just rocks and we had a job to do and they 
were a natural obstacle we had to remove for the family business. 

(Next month:  Part 2 (The Awakening) 
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UPDATE ON STORED ROCKs 
It has been brought to my attention that we soon will have space available to display our stored rocks and the 
Milt Wilson Collection for viewing and sale to our members.  Final details are being worked out and an email will 
be sent out as they become available.  Thanks to John Rettler for working hard to secure the space.

NEWS OF THE ROCK DONATION 
The last of the rock donation has been removed from the storage facility and temporarily stored 
elsewhere awaiting acquisition of a place to display for general membership to view and buy.  A large 
thank you to Sadie Beecham for allowing us to use her space.  It was a lot longer than expected.


Also, thanks to John and Mary Rettler and their daughter Andrea for the work of moving the rocks and 
cleaning the area.  As you can see for the pictures they did a heck of a job.  Sorry that there was no 
before picture of the unit.  It was a disaster.

Right Side After Left Side After John’s Vehicle After
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Sunshine Committee Corner 
Here to share information about members for members.  Please let us know what you wish to share.


Contact Marlene Ilecki, email: ileckimar@gmail.com,  Phone:(414) 430-5788


THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Aug 2, Don Shervey; Aug 3, Tony Ilecki; Aug 4, Donna Cook; Aug 7, John Hoppe; Aug 19, Gerald Adams 

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE IN AUGUST 
Aug 1; First U.S. Census Completed in 1790 (Population 4 million), National Mustard Day;      

Aug 2, National Ice Cream Sandwich Day;  Aug 3, National Watermelon Day;  Aug 4, National 
Chocolate Chip Cookie Day;  Aug 6, A-bomb dropped on Hiroshima (1945);  Aug 7, George 

Washington creates Purple Heart Medal (1782), National Lighthouse Day;  Aug 8, U.S. Monetary 
System created (1786), DAR created (1890);  Aug 9, Betty Boop debuts (1930);  Aug 11-13, 
Perseid meteor shower occurs;  Aug 12, Middle Child Day;  Aug 13, National Left Hander Day;  

Aug 14, VJ DAY (1945), National Creamsicle Day;  Aug 15, Panama Canal opens(1914);  Aug 16, 
National Rum Day;  Aug 17, National Non-Profit Day;  Aug 18, Montgomery Ward produces first 

mail-order catalog (1872);  Aug 20, National Radio Day;  Aug 21, Hawaii became 50th 
state(1959);  Aug 22, National Tooth Fairy Day;  Aug 24,  Mt Vesuvius erupts (79), Waffle iron 

patented (1869);  Aug 25, Banana Split created in Latrobe, PA (1904);  Aug 26, 19th 
Amendment passed by Congress giving women the right to vote (1920);  Aug 27, Krakatoa in 
Indonesia erupts (1886);  Aug 28, National Red Wine Day;  Aug 31, Diatomaceous Earth Day 

ALAS, THERE ARE NO MAJOR HOLIDAYS TO CELEBRATE IN 
AUGUST, BUT ENJOY THE MONTH ANYWAY 

  

mailto:ileckimar@gmail.com
mailto:ileckimar@gmail.com
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THE LAST WORD 
To steal a line from “Games People Play” by Alan Parson’s Project, “WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?”.  It’s been 
5 months since groups of more than 10 people could get together in a regular meeting room, and the prospects of 
being able to do it in the near future do not appear good.  That means that our members have not had a chance 
meet, exchange stories, ideas and show off what they have done.  I hope that the long layoff has not dulled your 
passion for the hobby or interest in KMGS.  What if the new “normal” means not being able to meet physically as a 
group?  Can the group survive with only virtual meetings through the power of the internet?  How do we put on 
programs for the education of the members?  Can field trips be planned and executed online?  And the big 
question, can any social group survive if it can’t be social?


On a different note.  You may have noticed that the Krier has not been on the web site for the last few months.  My 
bad!  I will be attempting to get the Krier uploaded to the web page in the near future and will notify you when it 
happens.


Thought for the month 
Regardless of what “THEY” say, the “new normal” will not be normal. 

Happy rockhounding!!! 

See you all at NIXON PARK on Saturday, August 8 at Noon. 

Please send all comments, submissions and ideas for articles to me at tilecki@ymail.com. 

Tony Ilecki


HAVE A HAPPY AUGUST 
ENJOY NATIONAL PICNIC MONTH 

AND LET’S ALL TRY TO COME WITH A 
NATIONALLY OBSERVED OR 

“HALLMARK” HOLIDAY FOR THE ONLY 
MONTH WITHOUT ONE 

  

mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
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AMERICAN	FEDERATION	OF	MINERALOGICAL	SOCIETIES	
CODE	OF	ETHICS	FOR	ROCK	COLLECTING	

I	will	respect	both	public	and	private	property	and	will	do	no	collecting	
on	privately	owed	land	without	permission	from	the	owner.	

I	will	keep	informed	on	all	laws,	regulations	or	rules	governing	
collecting	on	public	lands	and	will	observe	them.	

I	will,	to	the	best	of	my	ability,	ascertain	the	boundary	lines	of	
the	property	on	which	I	plan	to	collect.	

I	will	use	no	;irearms	or	blasting	materials	in	collecting	areas.	

I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	property	of	any	kind	such	as	
fences,	signs,	buildings,	etc.	

I	will	leave	all	gates	as	found.	

I	will	build	;ires	only	in	designated	or	safe	places	and	will	be	certain	
they	are	completely	extinguished	before	leaving	the	area.	

I	will	discard	no	burning	material	–	matches,	cigarettes,	etc.	

I	will	;ill	all	excavation	holes	that	may	be	dangerous	to	livestock.	

I	will	not	contaminate	wells,	creeks,	or	other	water	supplies.	

I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	collecting	material	and	will	take	
home	only	what	I	can	reasonably	use.	

I	will	practice	conservation	and	undertake	to	use	fully	and	well	the	materials	I	have	collected	and	will	
recycle	my	surplus	for	the	pleasure	and	bene;it	of	others.	

I	will	report	to	my	club	or	Federation	of;icers,	Bureau	of	Land	Management	or	other	authorities,	any	
deposit	of	petri;ied	wood	or	other	materials	on	public	lands	which	should	be	protected	for	the	enjoyment	

of	future	generations	for	public	educational	and	scienti;ic	purposes.	

I	will	appreciate	and	protect	our	heritage	of	natural	resources.	

I	will	observe	the	“Golden	Rule”,	will	use	Good	Outdoor	Manners	and	will,	at	all	times,	conduct	myself	in	a	
manner	which	will	add	to	the	stature	and	Public	Image	of	rockhounds	everywhere.	

Type to enter text
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