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2019 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES


PRESIDENT

Tony Ilecki


Phone:  (414) 881-3411

email: tilecki@ymail.com


VICE PRESIDENT

Javier Benitez


email:dreamweaverx3@hotmail.com


TREASURER

Carol Ward


email: carol4159@sbcglobal.net


SECRETARY

John Rettler


email: johnrettler@gmail.com


KETTLE KRIER EDITOR

Tony Ilecki


email: tilecki@ymail.com


TECH/WEBSITE

Megan McDonald


mcdomeg@gmail.com


SHOW COMMITTEE

John Rettler


email: johnrettler@gmail.com


PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Carol Ward


email: carol4159@sbcglobal.net


FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE

POSITION OPEN 

Contact the president if interested


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

Marlene Ilecki


email: ileckimar@gmail.com


EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Mike Andrysczyk


email: msandrysczyk@wi.rr.com

The Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) was organized in 1960 
for the purpose of gathering and disseminating knowledge of geology 
and the earth sciences


Our meetings are held at the Pewaukee Public Library on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  Guests are always welcome.  
Persons interested in becoming members can obtain an application 
form from any of the officers.


Visit our website at www.kmgsrocks.com and like us on facebook.


The Kettle Krier is the official publication of KMGS and is published 
each month.  Articles for publication must be submitted no later than 
the second weekend of the month prior to publication.


KMGS is a member of the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and 
Geological Society and the American Federation of Geological 
Societies.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Hey, it’s December, and you know what that means,  
membership dues are payable this month.  So break out your 
wallets, chase the moths away, and cough up for your 2020 
membership.  Dues can be paid to the secretary at the 
December meeting.  $10 for individual, $15 for family, and an 
additional $5 for postcard notification of meetings.


Oh yes, December is also the Christmas meeting so bring your 
goodies and appetites.


This will be my final president’s message as our new president, 
Javier Benitez, will be taking over the position for 2020.  I have 
learned much during my time in the hot seat and have enjoyed 
every minute of it. I wish to thank the members for all the 
support given to me over the last four years.  Without it KMGS 
would not be where it is today.  I look forward to seeing what the 
future will bring with our new slate of officers and will continue to 
be an active member of the group.  Please support Javier as you 
have me over his tenure as president.


See you at the next meeting.  
Tony Ilecki

President, KMGs


Our next meeting is on December 18,  2019 at 6:30PM at the Pewaukee Public Library

THE KETTLE KRIER
Official publication of Kettle Moraine Geological Society


Visit our web site at www.kmgsrocks.com
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November 2, 2019    KMGS Monthly Meeting 
(1)  Meeting Called to Order by President Tony Ilecki at 6:31 PM.  

(2)  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the 29 Members in attendance.  

(3)  One new Guest present:  Tim Workmar of Brookfield. 

(4)  Minutes of the September meeting were read by Secretary John Rettler.  Mary Nettesheim made a  
      correction to the minutes; that Liz & Russ Fuhrer Took many of the Pictures of the Milt Wilson stock and  
     equipment, and she was the presented, to give credit where credit is due.  This October minutes were  
      corrected. Motion to accept as read and corrected by Dave Elftman.  Second by Lacey Benitez.  Motion  
      Carried. 

(5)  Treasurers Report was read by Carol Ward.  Mary Nettesheim made the motion to accept as read.  
       Second by Debbie Elftman.  Motion carried.   

(6)  Tech Committee Report was presented by Megan McDonald.  The roster for the club was modified to  
       remove personal information and has been updated as previously discussed. 

(7) Show Committee Report:  John Rettler reported that the 2020 show plans are underway with 92% to 
     capacity and after outstanding contracts and commitments arrive, we will be at 99%. All Non-Club 
     vendors have received flyers, with over 4,000 in circulation.  Flyer are available at meetings and upon 
     request. 

(8) The Education Committee Report:  Mike Andrysczyk was not in attendance – as he is still recuperating 
      From a vacation accident. President Tony Ilecki reported that Mike & Suzanne Andrysczyk, Tony &  
      Marlene Ilecki and John Rettler attended and displayed the KMGS at an ERS event to 350 4th graders at 
      the Waukesha Museum.  It was well attended, and the response was favorable and should be considered to  
     do it again, if allowed.  

(9) The Sunshine Committee Report:  Birthday wishes go out to: Mia Harbort, Ed Sanford, Linda Brothen 
      Tim Perrin and Jeanne Lyons. 

     Mary Nettesheim gave us an update on Mike Andrysczyk’s condition; which was favorable – only to learn  
      that Peter Graetz had spoken with him earlier today, and found that Mike had a relapse of infection and 
      had been readmitted to the hospital, had a toe and part of his foot removed, and his recovery will be long 
      and challenging.  The club passed around a card for the membership to sign and send best wishes for  
     speedy recovery.   

(10)  Program Committee Report: Carol Ward announced that the November program will be the 2020 
         Election of Officers, and Mary Nettesheim will show photos of her the Milt Wilson collection and some  
         of his equipment. 
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Continued from previous page 

(11) (Old Business)  

        The club decided that Mary Nettesheim will get a quote on wrapping the Club Trailer from her  
         nephew as soon as he is able to, but it is likely that we will wait until spring to make a decision.  Any  
         action is tabled until further notice. 

(12)  President Tony Ilecki reported that since the last meeting we along with the Wisconsin  
       Geological Society (WGS) had received an offer for a donation of stock from the Ed Fyrnys Estate. 
       On Saturday the 16th, The Ilecki’s, Tim Perrin, the Rettlers, Richard Rosenberger, Sadie Beecher, The  
       Shervey’s, the Fischer’s and John Hoppe, brought trucks, trailers vans and carts to collect whatever  
       stock we could gather. 
        
(13)  Sadie Beecher has a storage unit to temporarily store the materials and a day will be set to sort, price  
         and inventory the stock to be sold at the annual show. 

  
 (14)  Tim & Gail Perrin reported on the 4-H Art Discovery day which was held in October.   

(15) (New Business) – The dates selected for the Ed Fyrnys Estate stock will be December 14th  
       10AM-4PM.  January 11th, 9:30 am -4 pm.  With January 18th and the 25th, as follow up dates if  
        needed.  The President circulated a signup sheet for those able to assist, and will keep them reminded  
        of the upcoming event via e-mail.   

(16)  The December 18th meeting is the Annual Christmas party.  Everybody is asked to bring your 
         favorite Holiday treats and wares to share.  Carol suggested we all bring a Christmas gift of $5 value 
         or less to exchange among the members.  Tony will be contacting Cherri Zahn to see if she will 
         bring her guitar to conduct a sing-along again of Christmas Carols again for the club.   

 (17)  Tim & Gail Perrin reported on the Washington County 4-H Arts Discovery Day.  It was very well  
         attended with both youth and adults alike who explored the arts using geology and mineralogy as the  
         resources.     

(18)  The KMGS was well represented and very well received by those who attended, and garnered more  
        interest than many of the other demonstrators and presenters.  This deepened and furthers the 
        relationship with the 4-H as it was successful enough to open it from the original tri-county area to be  
        a statewide event. 

(19)  It was further offered that the 4-H will have a table or two (space) at the Annual Show for the 4-H to  
        Involve its youth to display, recruit, or provide activities which complement the KMGS. 

Continued on Page 4 
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(20)  Tim and Gail are members of the Badger Knife club, which sometimes uses geological resources for  
         making handles and knife products. One of Tim’s contacts has reached out to the KMGS as they are  
         looking for materials that could be used to make “eye’s” for an animated Bat Knife.  Ideally some  
        Tangerine Garnets – or any material which may be used in its stead.  Contact Tim if you have or know of  
         any materials available.   

(21)  Mary Nettesheim emphatically encouraged members who may not have displayed or demonstrated at the     
         show before – to do so.  John Rettler as Show Chair reiterated her thoughts, as the KMGS has a terrific  
        show and any display of any size is welcomed as all members are part of the show, which is held for the  
        expressed purpose of the members to show what they have found or are proud of.   

(22)    President Tony Ilecki mentioned and sought interest in having a KMGS display at the show and as a  
          “Traveling Display” of items FROM and FOUND in the Kettle Moraine area.    This will need to be  
           discussed further as details emerge. 

(23)  Election of Officers:  The meeting was turned over to The Nominating committee (being Larry  
        Christopherson, Tim Perrin & Cherri Zahn) at 7:17pm for the annual Elections.   

(24)  Chairman Larry Christopherson submitted for the record; a slate of unopposed Candidate Nominations for  
        Officer positions.  Having no nominations from the floor, he called for a motion for a unanimous voice  
        vote for the election of officers.  Motion was made by Peter Graetz.  Second by Mary Nettesheim. Motion  
        carried and the elections were complete. 

(25)  The 2020 officers and 5 Member Board of Directors will be:   
   
  President & Board Member   –  Javier Benitez 
  Vice President & Board Member – Mary Nettescheim 
  Treasurer & Board Member        – Megan McDonald 
  Secretary & Board Member  – John Rettler 

Board Member (Past President)  – Tony Ilecki  

(26)  Regular Meeting reconvened at 7:20 pm 

(27)  For the Record.  The entire KMGS membership expresses their hearty thanks for the dedication of time  
        and duty to Former President & Board Member Tony Ilecki, Former Treasurer Carol Ward, and Former  
        President & Board Member Peter Graetz, for their years of generous service to the KMGS. 

Continued on Page 5       
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DECEMBER PROGRAM PREVIEW 
The December Meeting will be the annual Christmas party.  Everyone attending should bring their favorite 
Christmas/Holiday treats and/or other wares to share with the members for the feast.  If all goes well, there 
will be a sing-a-long with Cheri Zahn.  Come on in and enjoy the company of your fellow rockhounds 
during this holiday gathering.


See you all at the Pewaukee Public Library, December 18, at 6:30PM

Continued from Page 4 

(28) (Announcements) 

(29)  The Madison Club has their show on November 23 & 24th at the Alliant Energy Center 

(30)  The December Goodie detail will be replaced by the Christmas Party  

(31)  KMGS dues are due by the December Meeting.  They remain $10 for individuals, $15 for  
         family, and $5 extra if you want a post-card mailed of notices. 

(32)  KMGS Name tags are available for $10 by contacting Debbie Elftman.   

(33)  The January Goodie Detail will be provided by Mary Rettler & Laura Fischer 

(34)  The KMGS thanks Larry Christopherson for once again donating some fine specimens for door  
         prizes. 

(35)  Mary Nettesheim presented the program on the photos Mary, Liz & Russ Fuhrer took of the  
         Milt Wilson Collection of specimens, Cabochons, rough and slab stock and equipment if and 
         when Karen (Wilson) decides it may become available. 

(36)  Motion to adjourn by Monica Daley.  Second by Debbie Elftman. Motion Carried at 7:34 pm. 

John M Rettler – Secretary 
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NOVEMBER MEETING RECAP 
The November meeting was an eventful affair.  Members were encouraged to put together a display or 
demonstration on their aspect of the hobby of rockhounding/geology for our annual show in March.  A 
suggestion was made to make up a traveling display with specimens collected in the Kettle Moraine area 
of Wisconsin to show what the area has to offer.  After all, we are known as the Kettle Moraine Geological 
Society.  It was also noted that membership dues are due at the December meeting.


The highlight of the night was the election of officers for the year 2020.  Larry Christopherson took control 
of the meeting and masterfully led the membership through the process of selecting a slate of candidates 
for the offices of President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The final result was:

	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 	 President:          Javier Benitez

	 	 	 	 Vice-President:  Mary Nettesheim

	 	 	 	 Treasurer:           Megan McDonald

	 	 	 	 Secretary:	    John Rettler

Congratulations to our new 2020 Officers.


Door prizes were then awarded to a few lucky members courtesy of Larry Christopherson, and the meeting 
was adjourned to the goodie table


THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

James Mading, Dec 2; Cliff Gence, Dec 3; Robert Turek, Dec 8; Debbi Elftman, Dec 13; 

Liz Fuher, Dec 18; Scot McCardle, Dec 27; Toni Schumacher, Dec 30 

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE IN DECEMBER 
Dec.1, Eat a red apple day;  Dec 3, Advent Begins;  Dec 5, 21st Amendment repealed prohibition in 1933; 

Dec 6, St Nicholas Day;  Dec 7, Japan attacks Pearl Harbor, 1941;  Dec 9, First Christmas Card created,1843 
  Dec 11, Noodle Ring Day;  Dec 14, Roast Chestnuts Day Dec 15, Bill of Rights adopted by congress in 1791,  
also Cat Herder’s Day;  Dec 18, Bake Cookies Day;  Dec 20, Caroling Day;  Dec 22, Winter Solstice (shortest 
day of the year);  Dec 24, Egg Nog Day;   Dec 24, CHRISTMAS EVE;  Dec 25, CHRISTMAS 

Dec 27, Fruitcake Day;  Dec 30, National Bacon Day 
Dec 31, New Year’s Eve 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
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DONATION OF ROCK COLLECTION TO KMGS 
On Saturday, November 16, KMGS was invited to help remove the rock collection of Ed Fyrnys.  Also part of 
this event was WGS.  Representatives of both clubs met at 9:00AM at the home and took turns picking rocks 
and specimens that were loaded into a truck.  Groups were changed every 15 minutes and while one group 
was in the truck, the other loaded their 15 minute pick into vehicles and trailers.  Included in the collection 
were rough rocks, slabs, fossils and some labeled specimens.


After about three hours, the truck was totally empty and the subject now became where to put the stash.  
Fortunately, member Sadie Beachum offered the use of her storage locker to place them while sorting through 
the massive pile.  So the caravan drove to that location for unloading.


The rocks were placed into storage and now the fun part of sorting and pricing will begin.  At the November 
meeting the dates and times were set and they are:


	 	 	 	 Saturday, Dec 14, 10:00AM to 4:00PM

	 	 	 	 Saturday, Jan 11,   9:30AM to 4:00PM

With Jan 18 and 25 as possible dates if needed. 


Many thanks to the members who turned out to help in this endeavor.  John Hoppe, John and Mary Rettler, 
Richard Rosenberger, Josef and Laura Fischer, Don and Nanci Shervey, and  Sadie Beachum were all on hand 
to help load and unload.  I am sure there were others that I have forgotten and I apologize for that, but thank 
you.

Part of the loading/unloading 
crew

Rocks in a box A fun project awaits
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THE LAST WORD 
I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving with friends and family.  Hopefully most of the turkey 
leftovers are gone and the process of making your Christmas list for Santa is well under way.  Just 
remember that the sleigh does not have an unlimited gross vehicle weight and limit your rock 
requests accordingly.


Next year will mark the fifth of year my stint as editor of the Kettle Krier.  I wish to thank those who 
have contributed ideas and articles for publication and hope that members will continue to support it 
by sending me updates on people and places that may be of interest to our members and 
rockhounds in general.  Help me make the fifth year the best one yet.


MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL


Thought for the month 
Every rock has a story, one just needs to learn how to read it. 

Happy rockhounding!!!


Please send all comments, submissions and ideas for articles to me at tilecki@ymail.com. 

Tony Ilecki

Editor

NEWS ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 
___________________________________________________________________


Our prayers go out to Mike Andrysczyk who has had a setback in his recovery from the injury incurred while 
fishing a few months back. The infection returned and unfortunately he had to have his big toe removed.  This 
means more time off his feet and rehab to get back to normal activities.  Despite this he seemed in good spirits 
when I called him to find out how he is doing.  Let’s hope that there are no further complications and that he will 
be back at our meetings soon.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________


A reminder.  Club dues will be due in December.  Keep your membership in good standing and pay up at the 
December meeting.  $10.00 for individual membership and $15.00 for family.  If you desire a postcard notification 
of the meetings, there will be an extra $5.00 annual charge.


____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MERRY CHRISTMAS

mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
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AMERICAN	FEDERATION	OF	MINERALOGICAL	SOCIETIES	
CODE	OF	ETHICS	FOR	ROCK	COLLECTING	

I	will	respect	both	public	and	private	property	and	will	do	no	collecting	
on	privately	owed	land	without	permission	from	the	owner.	

I	will	keep	informed	on	all	laws,	regulations	or	rules	governing	
collecting	on	public	lands	and	will	observe	them.	

I	will,	to	the	best	of	my	ability,	ascertain	the	boundary	lines	of	
the	property	on	which	I	plan	to	collect.	

I	will	use	no	;irearms	or	blasting	materials	in	collecting	areas.	

I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	property	of	any	kind	such	as	
fences,	signs,	buildings,	etc.	

I	will	leave	all	gates	as	found.	

I	will	build	;ires	only	in	designated	or	safe	places	and	will	be	certain	
they	are	completely	extinguished	before	leaving	the	area.	

I	will	discard	no	burning	material	–	matches,	cigarettes,	etc.	

I	will	;ill	all	excavation	holes	that	may	be	dangerous	to	livestock.	

I	will	not	contaminate	wells,	creeks,	or	other	water	supplies.	

I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	collecting	material	and	will	take	
home	only	what	I	can	reasonably	use.	

I	will	practice	conservation	and	undertake	to	use	fully	and	well	the	materials	I	have	collected	and	will	
recycle	my	surplus	for	the	pleasure	and	bene;it	of	others.	

I	will	report	to	my	club	or	Federation	of;icers,	Bureau	of	Land	Management	or	other	authorities,	any	
deposit	of	petri;ied	wood	or	other	materials	on	public	lands	which	should	be	protected	for	the	enjoyment	

of	future	generations	for	public	educational	and	scienti;ic	purposes.	

I	will	appreciate	and	protect	our	heritage	of	natural	resources.	

I	will	observe	the	“Golden	Rule”,	will	use	Good	Outdoor	Manners	and	will,	at	all	times,	conduct	myself	in	a	
manner	which	will	add	to	the	stature	and	Public	Image	of	rockhounds	everywhere.	
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