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EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Mike Andrysczyk
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The Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) was organized in 1960 
for the purpose of gathering and disseminating knowledge of geology 
and the earth sciences


Our meetings are held at the Pewaukee Public Library on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  Guests are always welcome.  
Persons interested in becoming members can obtain an application 
form from any of the officers.


Visit our website at www.kmgsrocks.com and like us on facebook.


The Kettle Krier is the official publication of KMGS and is published 
each month.  Articles for publication must be submitted no later than 
the second weekend of the month prior to publication.


KMGS is a member of the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and 
Geological Society and the American Federation of Geological 
Societies.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Happy August everyone.  As the peak month of vacations, I have 
decided to give you a vacation from reading the monthly column 
known as the “president’s message” and just say “HAPPY 
ROCKHOUNDING”!!!


Tony Ilecki

President, KMGs


Our next meeting is on August 21, 2019 at 6:30PM at the Pewaukee Public Library
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July 17th, 2019    KMGS Monthly Meeting 
(1)  Meeting Called to Order by Vice-President Javier Benitez 6:37 PM.  

(2)  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the 27 Members in attendance.  
(3)  No new Guests:  

(4)  The Minutes of the July meeting were read by Secretary John Rettler.  Motion to accept as read by Liz 
       Fuhrer.  Second by Dave Elftman.  Motion Carried. 

(5)  Treasurers Report was read by Treasurer Carol Ward.  Motion by Winnie Mading to accept as read.    
      Second by Jeannie Lyons.   Motion Carried.   

(6) The Tech Committee Report was presented by Megan McDonald.  Updates to the website have been made  
       to include Amazon Smile for viewers to utilize.       

(7)  Show Committee Report:  John Rettler reported that the 2020 show plans are underway. We have over 
50%  of Vendors returned their contracts with their fees or deposit, and Flyer are available. 

(8)  The Education Committee Report:  Mike Andrysczyk was not in attendance – so there was no report. 

(9)  The Sunshine Committee Report:  No report from committee.  But Birthday wishes go out to:  Joe Woger,  
       Richard Rosenberger, Laura Fischer, Peter Graetz, Bernice McCloskey, & Carol Ward. 

(10)  Program Committee Report: Carol Ward announced that in August Janet Schmitt will give a report on 
her geological expedition and travels to England. 

(Old Business) 

(11)  Mary Nettesheim reiterated that members who attend the Summer Picnic at Nixon Park should bring  
       boxes or buckets, as she will be making available some of the fossils from the Cook Collection which she  
       was asked to distribute. 

(12)  Debbie & Dave Elftman – reminded the group and passed a sign-up sheet for the Community Fair & 
        Market being held at the Oconomowoc Lord of Life Lutheran Church on July 20th.  All are invited to  
       attend and assist. 

(13) Javier brought to the club’s intention that the preliminary reviews of the wraps for the trailer were price  
       competitive, and if the club decided to wrap the trailer the submitted designs seem appropriate.  The           
matter was tabled to the August Meeting to allow members to review and discuss all available options. 
   
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page 

(14)  John Rettler reported that the shelving and improvements for the trailer are nearly complete and that 
Tim Perrin has done a terrific job of designing and completing the work.  The club owes him a debt of 
gratitude for his time and expertise.   
(15)  Carol Ward brought up that we donated $250.00 to the MWF for the scholarship fund, as voted upon 
at the June meeting.   
(16)   Javier Benitez as a part of a Group which does find recipients for such endeavors, noted that with 
our narrow focus of Geology it is in fact difficult “to give away money” as we had determined earlier. 

(New Business)   
(17)  Carol Ward noted that Tony Ilecki had negotiated and purchased a supply of polished stones and 
fossils from the Gem Shop in Cedarburg, This for distribution through educational programs to the public 
and  event activities like the sifter.  The cost was about $1,200.00 or roughly $4 per pound, which is  
competitive and The Gem Shop picked up the cost of the shipping. 
(18)  The membership was reminded that The KMGS Summer Picnic will be held at Nixon Park in 
Hartland on August 10th, at Noon. 
(19)  Debbie Elftman noted that she had spoken to Mike Marquette of Rock Road Companies which owns  
        quarries in Rockford, Oconomowoc, Beloit, Janesville, Edgerton, Monroe, Elkhorn & Sun Prairie.   
        Negotiations for possible access are under development. 

(Announcement) 
(22)  John Rettler announced that he and Mary will be traveling to Wausau on Saturday August 3rd; to tour 
the “Colossal Fossil” Museum, and anyone willing to ride along was welcome.  Russ & Liz Fuhrer, 
Winnie & Jim Mading and Mary Nettesheim will also attend, and the group will meet in Wausau at 11:00 
am.  Anyone else wishing to go on the Field Trip should contact John or Mary before August 3rd.  

(23)   Larry Christopherson noted that on Direct TV a program on August 14th, was airing called 
“Turquoise Fever” on channel 367.   

(24)  John Rettler also noted he was in contact with a Utah Company which may provide some samples 
and information on Oil Shale and processing, which may tour into another display for the club Show.  
Details to follow. 

(25)  July Goodie Detail will be Dave & Debbie Elftman & Monica Daley. 

(26)  Door prized were donated by Larry Christopherson. 

(27)  Motion to adjourn by Mary Nettesheim. Second by Debbie Elftman.  Motion Carried at 7:41 pm. 

John M Rettler – Secretary 
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KMGS PICNIC 
That’s right gang, the 2019 KMGS summer picnic is coming up this month.  The time and date is 
from Noon to 4:00PM on Saturday, August 10th.  The Place is Nixon Park in Hartland, WI under 
the shelter near the restrooms.  As usual, bring your own food with maybe a dish to to be shared 
with others.  There will be fire in the nearby grill for those of us who are bringing brats, 
hamburgers, hot dogs or steaks.  Hopefully the beer garden will be open for refreshments.


Be sure you include some empty boxes and/or buckets in your gear as Mary Netteshiem will be 
bringing some fossils from the Cook collection which she was asked to distribute among the 
members.  Not that any true rockhound ever travels without some collecting gear at all times.


Along with the food, bring any interesting specimen finds or buys from your travels this year and 
be prepared to relate tales of the hunt.  New this year will be a competition for best find and story 
of the year, so bring your “A” game. The judges will be Tony Ilecki, Javier Benitez, John Rettler 
and Carol Ward.


CONTEST RULES

1.)  All entries shall be smaller than a breadbox and able to be held in one hand.

2.)  Specimens with “made in china”  stamped on them will be disqualified.

3.)  Only one entry per member.

4.)  Stories need to be told to at least two members present.  Second or third tellings 
       may include embellishments.

5.) “Considerations" (bribes) to the judges may or may not influence the outcome of the contest.

6.)  The winner will be announced at 3:00PM on Saturday, August 10th.

7.)  The decisions of the judges will be final and quite arbitrary.

THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Don Shervey, Aug 2;  Tony Ilecki, Aug 3;  Donna Cook, Aug 4;  John Hoppe, Aug 7; 

Gerald Adams, Aug 19 

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE IN AUGUST 
AUG 1, First US Census in 1790(4 million people):  Aug 2, International Beer Day:  Aug 3, International 
Hangover Day:  Aug 4, Sisters Day:  Aug 10, Lazy Day:  Aug 13, Left Hander’s Day:  Aug 13, Panama 

Canal opens in 1914 & VJ Day (WWII Ends)1945:  Aug 16, Gold discovered in Klondike, 1896:  Aug 20, 
World Mosquito Day:  Aug 21 Hawaii becomes 50th state, 1959:  Aug 27, Krakatoa Erupts, 1886:  Aug 

31, International Bacon Day
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Earthaven Museum            
 
7599 Fifield Rd.    
Gillett, WI   54124 
 
920-855-6132                         www.earthavenmuseum.org  

 
 

4th (!) Annual 

earthaven mineral & 
fossil sale 

 
 

Friday, August 30th & Saturday, August 31st, 2019 
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

 
All proceeds to benefit the educational work of Earthaven Museum 

 

What’s available? 
 

• Rock, Mineral & Fossil Specimens  
o Offered at reduced prices    
o Priced individually & by the flat 
o Mix & match     (Not for sale. Display only…) 

• Agate Slabs & Cutting Material 
• Wisconsin, Michigan and Colorado specimens   
• Fluorescent Minerals & Lots More! 

 

Looking for bargains?  Any reasonable offer accepted. 
 

We look forward to seeing you and providing some free, delicious 
food again this year! 

 

 
10% off for Rock Club Members 

 

EARTHAVEN MUSEUM TO HOLD ANNUAL SALE 
The Earthaven Museum in Gillett Wisconsin will be holding their annual mineral and fossil sale on Friday, 
August 30 and Saturday, August 31.  Could this be an opportunity for a KMGS field trip?  See flyer below and 
map on next page for further information.
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Earthaven Museum Directions 
 
From Suring, WI: 
 

Go south on Hwy 32, 6 miles to Valley Line Rd.; turn left onto Valley Line Rd.; turn 
left onto Fifield Rd.; at 3/4 mile turn left into driveway 

 
 

     To Suring 
                     ↑    

                   Hwy 32 
  Earthaven Museum    (920) 855-6132 
  7599 Fifield Rd.         Gillett, WI  54124    

  ♦ 
                                           Fifield Rd. 

  Hwy G 
                             Valley Line Rd.    
           From Oconto Falls, WI: 
  
          
 
                           Hwy 32      
 N 
                   Hwy G 
W          E 

   
 S            
            Daly Creek Rd. 
 
      Hwy 22 

     →  To Oconto Falls 

 Hwy 22        ◙ Gillett 
      ←                 Hwy 32 
  To Shawano        ↓ 
      To Pulaski & 
         Green Bay 
From Pulaski, WI: 
 

Go north on Hwy 32 to Hwy 22; turn left onto Hwy 22; curve to the right onto Hwy 
32 North; check odometer; at 3 miles turn right (north) onto Fifield Rd.; cross Valley 
Line Rd. and at 3/4 mile turn left into driveway 
 

 
From Shawano, WI: 
 

Go north and east on Hwy 22 to Gillett; go 3 miles north on Hwy 32 to Fifield Rd.; 
turn right (north) onto Fifield Rd.; cross Valley Line Rd. and at 3/4 mile turn left into 
driveway 

 

Go west and south on Hwy 22 to 
Gillett; curve north onto Hwy 32; 
check odometer; at 3 miles turn right 
onto Valley Line Rd., go 1/8 of a 
mile, turn left (north) onto Fifield 
Rd. and at 3/4 mile turn left into 
driveway 
 

 

Go south on Hwy 32, 7 miles to Valley Line Rd.; turn left onto Valley Line Rd., go 
1/8 of a mile, turn left (north) onto Fifield Rd.; go north on Fifield Rd.; at 3/4 mile 
turn left into driveway 
 

Go north on Hwy 32 to Hwy 22; around circle to Hwy 22 west; curve to the right onto 
Hwy 32 North; check odometer; at 3 miles turn right onto Valley Line Rd., go 1/8 of a 
mile, turn left (north) onto Fifield Rd. and at 3/4 mile turn left into driveway 

Go north and east on Hwy 22 to Gillett; go north on Hwy 32; check odometer; at 3 
miles turn right onto Valley Line Rd., go 1/8 of a mile, turn left (north) onto Fifield 
Rd. and at 3/4 mile turn left into driveway 
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Pteranodon Flies Back Home 
KMGS member Joe Woger


In January, I heard about a collection of turtles, fish, mammals, and crocodile fossils 
from the Bug Creek Anthills which spans the Cretaceous-Paleogene transition.  A 
retiring paleontologist from Massachusetts received the fossils in the late 70’s from a 
rancher (Al Amundsen) who lived near the butte. The researcher donated some of the 
collection to museums, but since the fossils were not collected in a scientific method, 
most museums didn’t want them. He was glad that I would show the fossils to my class 
and agreed to send them. 

Bug Creek Location

The professor sent me the fossil via eBay (I just had to cover shipping) and he put a 
note that there was a “bonus fossil” to show the kids in my class. The bonus, at least I 
thought, turned out to be a small collection of Pteranodon fossils. Pteranodons are 
a genus of pterosaur that included some of the largest known flying reptiles. They lived 
during the late Cretaceous geological period of North America in present-
day Kansas, Alabama, Nebraska, Wyoming, and South Dakota

Type to enter text

Photo of the Pteranodon collection Continued on Page 7
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At first, I was excited but then I noticed that there was an index card with collection 
numbers associated with the two vials. After many failed internet searches, I got a 
clue by adding a “VP” to the “KU” (I figured that the KU was the University of 
Kansas). Finally, I had a match (collected by Handel T. Martin in 1910). 

Photo of Index Card  

Handel T. Martin collected fossils for Yale University and then the American 
Museum of Natural History before joining the staff at the University of Kansas' 
Museum of Natural History in Lawrence, Kansas in the early 1900’s.  

H.T. Martin                        Screenshots of the database search 

Continued from Page 6

Continued on Page 8
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I called the University of Kansas and was finally put in contact with Dr. K. Christopher 
Beard, Senior Curator for The KU Biodiversity Institute. He confirmed my suspicions about 
KUVP 85390/8539, Many thanks for contacting me. I have verified that those pieces you 
obtained are parts of specimens that belong to our museum collection. We would most 
certainly like to have them back, so that they can be reunited with the remainder of those 
partial skeletons. To thank you for watching out for our interests. 

The fossils where flying home (via FedEx) and in a few days I received notice from Dr. 
Beard, Many thanks for returning those specimens. They arrived in good condition, and my 
collections manager is working on reintegrating them into our collection now. We very 
much appreciate your diligence with regard to this matter! 

Dr.	K.	Christopher	Beard

After a few weeks of additional research, the museum found that the error was accidental. 
The “Bonus Fossils” were mammal teeth, not the Pteranodon collection. The collection was 
checked out in the late 70’s (before digital systems to borrow collections) and the researcher 
just forgot to return them (like an overdue library book); they were just accidentally mixed in 
with my collection. I joked that there should be “late fines,” but Dr. Beard said it was also due 
to their oversight since someone should have asked for the collection back (at least send a 
postcard).  

In March, Dr. Beard sent me a KU travel mug and invited me to have a guided tour of the 
collections if I am ever traveling in Kansas. It would be nice to see the collection in its 
original home and learn a little more about the current Pteranodon research. Mostly, I am just 
glad they flew home safely and will be available for future studies.	
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AMERICAN	FEDERATION	OF	MINERALOGICAL	SOCIETIES	
CODE	OF	ETHICS	FOR	ROCK	COLLECTING	

I	will	respect	both	public	and	private	property	and	will	do	no	collecting	
on	privately	owed	land	without	permission	from	the	owner.	

I	will	keep	informed	on	all	laws,	regulations	or	rules	governing	
collecting	on	public	lands	and	will	observe	them.	

I	will,	to	the	best	of	my	ability,	ascertain	the	boundary	lines	of	
the	property	on	which	I	plan	to	collect.	

I	will	use	no	;irearms	or	blasting	materials	in	collecting	areas.	

I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	property	of	any	kind	such	as	
fences,	signs,	buildings,	etc.	

I	will	leave	all	gates	as	found.	

I	will	build	;ires	only	in	designated	or	safe	places	and	will	be	certain	
they	are	completely	extinguished	before	leaving	the	area.	

I	will	discard	no	burning	material	–	matches,	cigarettes,	etc.	

I	will	;ill	all	excavation	holes	that	may	be	dangerous	to	livestock.	

I	will	not	contaminate	wells,	creeks,	or	other	water	supplies.	

I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	collecting	material	and	will	take	
home	only	what	I	can	reasonably	use.	

I	will	practice	conservation	and	undertake	to	use	fully	and	well	the	materials	I	have	collected	and	will	
recycle	my	surplus	for	the	pleasure	and	bene;it	of	others.	

I	will	report	to	my	club	or	Federation	of;icers,	Bureau	of	Land	Management	or	other	authorities,	any	
deposit	of	petri;ied	wood	or	other	materials	on	public	lands	which	should	be	protected	for	the	enjoyment	

of	future	generations	for	public	educational	and	scienti;ic	purposes.	

I	will	appreciate	and	protect	our	heritage	of	natural	resources.	

I	will	observe	the	“Golden	Rule”,	will	use	Good	Outdoor	Manners	and	will,	at	all	times,	conduct	myself	in	a	
manner	which	will	add	to	the	stature	and	Public	Image	of	rockhounds	everywhere.	
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UPCOMMING EVENTS 
AUG 10:  Nixon Park, Hartland, WI  KMGS summer picnic, Sat Noon to 4:00PM

AUG 17:  STEVENS POINT, WI  Heart of Wisconsin Gem & Mineral Society Rock Swap.  10 am - 5 pm.  Hwy 
10 Behind Applebee's in the parking lot, 5609 US Hwy 10, Stevens Point.  Contact:  Sandy Brandl, (715) 326-1609

AUG 24:  RACINE, WI  Racine Geological Society Rock Swap.  Bartlett Youth Foundation, 1120 N. Stuart Rd., 
Racine.  Contact:  John Lowman, (262) 989-9193

AUG 30 & 31:  GILLETT, WI:  Earthaven Museum 4th annual Mineral and Fossil Sale.  Friday Aug 30, 9:00AM 
to 4:00PM, Saturday Aug 31, 9:00AM to 4:00PM.  See flyer elsewhere in this issue for more info.

SEP 14:  ROCKFORD, IL  Rock River Valley Gem & Mineral Society Rock Swap.  9:30 am - 4 pm.  Odd Fellow 
Lodge, 6219 Forest Hills Rd., Rockford.  Contact:  Duane Cushing, (815) 218-5011; 

Oconomowoc Community Fair & Market 
 By John Rettler 

On July 20th, the Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) attended the Community Fair & Market at the Lord 
of Life Church in Oconomowoc.  The KMGS tent included an array of fossils, mineral specimens, geological 
examples of the ice age and Wisconsin's mining history.  It was further highlighted with a club display with John 
Rettler and Javier Benitez introducing the club and our activities to those stopping by and promoting the 
upcoming 2020 Show.  
  
Carol Ward had a Jewelry display and demonstrated wire wrapping, while Mary Rettler and Lacey Benitez 
were charming and fascinated the children with the sifter as they unearthed their fossil and polished stone 
“discoveries” while mining their own gems and treasures.  

Dave and Debbie Elftman assisted in the set-up and made the rounds as the coordinators of the event, and 
aided in meeting our every need Meanwhile, old friends and club members stopped by to see the display 
and check out the event.   

The uncomfortable heat and the threat of potentially dangerous weather kept the attendance low, but the 
co-mingling and visiting between the vendors provided ample time to make new friends and share stories 
and geological experiences.  Lacey even took her turn at the Fire Department demonstration by taking the 
control of a fire hose to water down the parking lot and grass to the amusement of the children and 
onlooking adults.    

The mid-afternoon eruption and invasion of high wind driven thunder-storms, required a rapid tear-down 
of the displays and a flurry of activity to reload the displays and tent back into the vehicles, and with 
minutes to spare forced a rapid retreat to the safe and dry comfort of our cars and trucks, as the storm-front 
moved in and shortened the event bringing the day to a close.  

But not before the KMGS once again brought to the community the shared knowledge and experiences, 
with the passion and love we all share for the study of geology and the earth science we are surrounded by. 
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THE LAST WORD 
Once again it is time to decry the attitude of the world toward the month of August.  Since the 
modern calendar has been around (967 years), man has found a reason to celebrate some holiday in 
each month except August.  Some months even have more than one “get out of work free day”.  As 
one who was born in this forgotten month, I implore the powers that be and Hallmark to correct this 
slight.  August deserves a national holiday just like the other eleven months of the year.  In the 
meantime let’s enjoy the “dog days of summer” and try to stay cool.


Thought for the month 
A rock in the hand is worth whatever a collector will pay for it. 

Happy rockhounding!!!


Please send all comments, submissions and ideas for articles to me at tilecki@ymail.com. 

Tony Ilecki

Editor

AUGUST MEETING PREVIEW 
The next meeting of KMGS will be on August 21, 2019 at 6:30PM at the Pewaukee Public Library!

After the usual reports and discussions, Janet Schmidt will be relating stories and (I hope) showing 
pictures of her recent travels and geological adventures in Merry Old England.  Refreshments will be 
provided by Dave and Debbie Elftman, and Monica Daily.


See you all there. 

mailto:tilecki@ymail.com
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