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2019 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES


PRESIDENT

Tony Ilecki


Phone:  (414) 881-3411

email: tilecki@ymail.com


VICE PRESIDENT

Javier Benitez


email:dreamweaverx3@hotmail.com


TREASURER

Carol Ward


email: carol4159@sbcglobal.net


SECRETARY

John Rettler


email: johnrettler@gmail.com


KETTLE KRIER EDITOR

Tony Ilecki


email: tilecki@ymail.com


TECH/WEBSITE

Megan McDonald


mcdomeg@gmail.com


SHOW COMMITTEE

John Rettler


email: johnrettler@gmail.com


PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Carol Ward


email: carol4159@sbcglobal.net


FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE

Ed Sanford


email: ed.sanford@ymail.com


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

Marlene Ilecki


email: ileckimar@gmail.com


EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Mike Andrysczyk


email: msandrysczyk@wi.rr.com

The Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) was organized in 1960 
for the purpose of gathering and disseminating knowledge of geology 
and the earth sciences


Our meetings are held at the Pewaukee Public Library on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  Guests are always welcome.  
Persons interested in becoming members can obtain an application 
form from any of the officers.


Visit our website at www.kmgsrocks.com and like us on facebook.


The Kettle Krier is the official publication of KMGS and is published 
each month.  Articles for publication must be submitted no later than 
the second weekend of the month prior to publication.


KMGS is a member of the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and 
Geological Society and the American Federation of Geological 
Societies.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
If it’s March, it must be less than two weeks to show time.  The 
initial prep is done and on March 8th at 8:00AM it will be time to 
gather at the Washington County Fairgrounds to set the stage for 
another KMGS extravaganza.  Please come on up to help finalize 
table set-up and tape the skirting to the tables.  With your co-
operation we can get this done in short order and be ready for 
vendor set-up that starts at 1:00PM.  Let’s all work together and 
make this the best show yet.


Tony Ilecki, President KMGS


Our next meeting is on March 20, 2018 at 6:30PM at the Pewaukee Public Library

THE KETTLE KRIER

THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Cate Comdohr Mar 14,    Charles Cooksey Mar 16, 

                               Maureen Gross 29 

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE IN MARCH 
Mar 2, Dr Seuss’s Birthday;  Mar 4, International Pancake Day; 
Mar 14, Pi (Not Pie) day; and of course THE IDES OF MARCH 

on the 15th
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An Interesting Plant 
Tony Ilecki 

Last month I took my grandchildren to see the Mitchell Park Horticultural Domes in 
Milwaukee.  The main purpose was to see the G scale train display in the show dome 
and we were not disappointed.  The G scale railroad clubs in the area once again put on 
a terrific display for the 2019 version of the annual event and we spent a lot of time 
watching the trains roll around the layout.  There is, however, more to the domes than 
just the show dome.  It was in the dessert dome that I found an interesting plant that 
might interest you rockhounds.


As you may know, many rocks have been found that resemble other things.  There are 
rocks that look like food and rocks that look like plants.  While wandering around the 
African Section of the dessert dome, I noticed the other end of the spectrum, a plant 
that looks like a rock. It is a succulent plant called Lithops.   Lithops is part of the ice 
plant family and is also known as “living stone”.   There are two examples of the plant in 
the center of the photo below.  Looking like the surrounding rocks, they are not noticed 
by the grazing animals looking for food.


During my research of this plant, I have not found any mention of it growing in any areas 
other than the dry regions of South Africa, but I wonder if they might just take to the 
desert areas of the southwestern U. S.  Just a thought, but you might want to look 
carefully where you step when you are rockhounding in the southwest desert.
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February 20th, 2019    KMGS Monthly Meeting 
(1)  Meeting Called to Order by President Tony Ilecki 6:37PM.  

(2)  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the 28 Members in attendance.  
   
(3)  New Guests: Officer Rachel Scholz, Heather Uzowulu & New Member John Hoppe.   

(4)  Officer Scholz presented a short program on security measures we can consider for our upcoming show,  
       what to watch for, what a proper response should be and what we can do to avoid situations before they 
       occur. 

(5)  Heather Uzowulu of the ERA’s Network of Waukesha County, also gave a short program on Senior Fraud,  
      and what to be mindful of to avoid becoming a victim and to protect our family members. 

(6) Sec. John Rettler read the Minutes of the January Meeting.   Marlene Ilecki made motion to accept as  
      read.  Second by Gail Perrin.    Motion Carried. 

(7)  Treasurers Report was read by Treasurer Carol Ward.  Motion by Gail Perrin to accept as read.    
      Second by Mike Andrysczyk .    Motion Carried.   

(8)  Show Committee Report:  John Rettler reported that the show is about 99% of goal, with only one 
Vendors  
       not accounted for.  We have over 7,000 Flyers out, and more are available to all members.  We are in the  
      home stretch for the upcoming show.  A volunteer signup sheet was circulated, and members were asked to  
      assist with the final set-up on Friday the 8th, at 8 am at the Washington County Fair Park. 

(10)  The Sunshine Committee Report was presented by Marlene Ilecki.  Birthdays for February are: Mary  
        Nettescheim, Garret Schumacher, Winnie Mading, & Mike Wagner. 

(11)  The Tech Committee Report was presented by John Rettler, as Megan McDonald was unable to attend,  
       and e-mailed her report to him.  (1)  Megan established both an Instagram and Twitter Account for the  
       KMGS. The Log in name is kmgsrocks, just like the website.  (2) Javier also edited the KMGS Drone    
       video, added some graphics, changed the music and improved the flow.  (3) Megan also posted Javiers  
       edited new and improved KMGS Drone Video on the website, Facebook & Twitter.  (4) Graphics work on  
        the KMGS Trailer designs continues. 

(12)  The Education Committee Report from Mike Andrysczyk shows that Mike gave a presentation to 46  
         students at the Elmdale School, and he will be doing another presentation at an upcoming Folk Fair at      
 the Waukesha County Museum.   

       Continued on nest page 
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Continued from page 3 

(13)  Program Committee Report: Carol Ward announced that in March the program will be a recap and     
         discussion on the 2019 show.   

(Old Business) 

(14)  The Rock Sorting and Pricing for the 2019 Club Sales was done at the Steele Family Building on 
February 1st &2nd.  It was noted that the Secretary will send a Thankyou note to the Building Proprietors as 
the facility was perfect for what we did and appreciate the use. 

       [1] 
(15)  There were some miscellaneous discussions on the preparations for the upcoming 2019 show. 

(New Business) – There was none brought up. 

(Announcements) 

(16) March Goodie Detail will be Laura & Josef Fischer & Liza Wallner 

(17)  March 2-3 Fox Rocks has their show in Appleton WI. 

(18)  March 23-24 The Badger Lapidary & Geological Society will be holding their show in Janesville 

(19) March 29, 30 and 31, The Badger Knife Club Knife Show at the Janesville Conf. Center - Holiday 
Inn. 

(20)  April 6-7, Green Bay the Neville Museum Rock & Gem & Mineral Show. 

 (21) Mike Andrysczyk has an Art Show at the Methodist Church at 819 Silver Spring at the end of March. 

(22)  The Show Committee will have a memorial for Milt Wilson at the annual show.  This will be an 
annual  
         Memorial for any members lost since the last show. 

(23)  Motion to adjourn by Winnie Mading.   Second by Marlene Ilecki.  Motion Carried at 7:53 pm. 

John M Rettler – Secretary 
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FEBRUARY SPEAKERS 
Our February meeting featured two speakers who gave presentations on interesting and timely topics to 
our members.


First up was Officer Racheal Scholz from the Pewaukee Police Department who went through the various 
steps that can be taken to help with theft and general security during our annual show.  After the talk, 
Officer Scholz took questions from the group about specific areas of interest.  We all learned a lot and 
these tips and suggestions will be used to help make the March show an enjoyable experience for us, our 
customers, and our vendors.


Next up was Heather Uzowulu from ERAS Senior network who spoke on the topic of frauds and scams.  
These range from the irritating telemarketers through the Nigerian Prince who wants to reward you for 
helping him move a large sum of money out of his country.  Her presentation guided us on a tour of what 
types of scams were out there, how to recognize them, and what to do.  Her talk was followed by a 
questions from the members, some including stories of personal experience with these types of frauds.


This topic was particularly timely because some of us have recently received emails requesting money 
transfers for club purposes using the President’s name in the header.  (NOTE: None of our officers will ever 
use an email to request money for any reason.)


A BIG THANK YOU to both Racheal Scholz and Heather Uzowulu for coming to our meeting and 
sharing their knowledge.


Officer Scholz (left) and Heather Uzowulu (right) addressing KMGS
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READERS CORNER 
Tony Ilecki 

Last week I came across yet another book on the geology of Wisconsin titled “WISCONSIN ROCKS (A Guide 
to Geological Sites in the Badger State)”, written by a Wisconsin native, Scott Spoolman, and published by 
Mountain Press.  I found this tome at the COSTCO in Greenfied.  The following is short review of the book 
which I think would be of interest to anyone who wishes to know more about the geology of Wisconsin and 
the diversity of rocks and formations located in different areas of the state.


The book begins with a chapter of the history of the land mass formation, starting about 3 billion years ago.  
The saga stretches from tectonic plate collisions, a volcanic period, and continues through the glacial period 
to present day.  This short history is complete with a few maps, charts and graphics that help explain the 
story.


After the introduction, the book splits the state into five geologically different areas:  The Lake Superior 
Region, The Northern Highlands, The Eastern Ridges and Lowlands, The Driftless Area, and South-Central 
Wisconsin.  Each part describes how the zone was formed and is followed by a list places to go, many of 
them state and/or county parks, to see the different formations and landscapes.  Many photographs and 
illustrations are included in each of the sections.


Reading through this book I have learned many things I did not know about my home state.  It will definitely 
find a place in my vehicle during any travels across the state of Wisconsin. 
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THE LAST WORD 
I will use this month’s last word to send out a plea for ideas, articles and/or photos to use in the Kettle 
Krier.  With the annual show occurring on the second weekend of March, someone should have a story 
about, or a picture of the event to share with our readers.  Maybe a tip or two about lapidary or display 
set-up.  Remember, this is your newsletter, please help me keep it informative and interesting.   Send your 
input, including letters to the editor, to me at tilecki@ymail.com.


Thought for the month 
A rock garden is easy to care for and is a good place for all the leaverites you brought 
home from your last rock collecting trip. 

Happy rockhounding!!!


Tony Ilecki

Editor

UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 2-3, 2019: Appleton WI: “Fox Rocks”
Grand Meridian, 2621 N. Oneida, Appleton, WI  Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4
March 9-10, 2019: West Bend WI: Kettle Moraine Geological Society Show
Washington County Fair Park & Convention Center
3000 Hwy PV ( 1 block E of St. Hwy 45)  Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4
March 23-24, 2019: Janesville, WI: Badger Lapidary and Geological Society Show
Rock County Fairgrounds, Craig Center Building, 1301 Craig Ave. Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4
March 23-24:  CEDAR RAPIDS, IA  Cedar Valley Rocks & Minerals Society 55th Annual 
Show and AFMS/MWF 2019 Convention.  Sat 8:30 am - 6 pm; Sun 9:30 am - 4 pm.   Hawkeye Downs Expo Center, 
4400 6th St. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA.  Contact:  Marvin Houg, (319) 364-2868; m_houg@yahoo.com  
www.cedarvalleyrockclub.org

April 27 & 28  Eau Claire, WI  Chippewa Valley Gem & Mineral Society Annual Show.  Sat 9 
am - 5 pm; Sun 10 am - 4 pm.  Eau Claire Expo Center Bldg, Lorch Ave, Eau Claire.  Contact:  Paul Tubbs, 
(715) 834-5747; bizpain1@gmail.com
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