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The Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) was organized in 1960 
for the purpose of gathering and disseminating knowledge of geology 
and the earth sciences


Our meetings are held at the Pewaukee Public Library on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  Guests are always welcome.  
Persons interested in becoming members can obtain an application 
form from any of the officers.


Visit our website at www.kmgsrocks.com and like us on facebook.


The Kettle Krier is the official publication of KMGS and is published 
each month.  Articles for publication must be submitted no later than 
the second weekend of the month prior to publication.


KMGS is a member of the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and 
Geological Society and the American Federation of Geological 
Societies.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
If you are reading this, it means that you have thawed out after 
the polar vortex express passed through the area.  I hope you 
stayed warm during the event.


Speaking of events, the 57th annual KMGS show is coming up 
next month.  Preparations are under way, including a rock 
sorting and pricing event took place on Friday, Feb 1 & Saturday 
Feb 2 at the Steele Building in Pewaukee, WI.  We will be 
available to take any specimens and/or equipment that you may 
wish to get rid of on the club sales table at the show from 2PM 
till late afternoon on Friday and from 10AM to about 3 or 4PM on 
Saturday.  Join us if you have chance to help sort and pack 
rocks for our show.  All help is appreciated.


Tony Ilecki, President KMGS


Our next meeting is on February 20, 2018 at 6:30PM at the Pewaukee Public Library

THE KETTLE KRIER
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February Meeting Program Alert 
Our program committee chair, Carol Ward, has arranged to have a representative of the  
Pewaukee Police Department give a presentation on tips for security at our show and 
also on cyber security.  The program will be held at 6:30 before the general meeting.  
Please try to get there on time.


The business portion of the meeting will be held after the program.


Rock Sorting and Pricing Event 
The “Club Sales” rock sorting and pricing get together for this year’s annual show was 
held on Friday and Saturday, February 1st & 2nd at the Steele Building in Pewaukee.  The 
object was to gather rocks owned by the club and donated to the club for sale at the 
show into one place for identification and pricing.


On Friday afternoon, a small group consisting of Richard Rosenberger, John and Mary 
Rettler, Don Shervey and Marlene and Tony Ilecki set up a few tables and scattered rocks 
atop them. Some sorting was during the afternoon. Then, on Saturday at 10AM, we were 
joined by Dave and Debbie Elftman, Laura and Josef Fischer, Mary Nettesheim and Carol 
Ward and the fun really began.  For the next three hours, box after box was prepared and 
placed on the “ready table” for loading into the trailer.  Then came the easy part of 
loading the trailer in a neat and orderly fashion.


Many thanks to the Pewaukee Historical Society for allowing us to use the Steele Exhibit 
Building, and to Richard Rosenberger for asking permission and setting up the dates.  
With extra room and more time available than at one of our meetings, the job was much 
easier than in the past.  Maybe next time we can get a few more members to join us and 
make it easier still.


Here a few photos fro the location


                      LOTS OF ROCKS                                        Dave & Debbie              Fuel                 Mary & Laura
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January 16th, 2019    KMGS Monthly Meeting 
(1)  Meeting Called to Order by President Tony Ilecki 6:33 PM.  

(2)  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the 34 Members in attendance.  
   
(3)  New Guests: Scott McCardle of West Bend, John Hoppe & the return of Charter member Linda Brothen.   

(4)  Sec. John Rettler read the Minutes of the December Meeting.   Winnie Mading made motion to accept as  
        read.  Second by Debbie Elftman.    Motion Carried. 

(5)  Treasurers Report was read by Treasurer Carol Ward.  Motion by Dave Elftman to accept as read.    
      Second by Gail Perrin.    Motion Carried.   

(6)  The Tech Committee Report was presented by Megan McDonald.  Website has been reformatted and  
       updated for the upcoming spring show.  Adding out show flyer and pictures from Christmas Party and  
       lyrics for the Rock Hounding songs which were written by Cherrie Zahn for the occasion. 

       Megan also suggested and was encouraged to establish a “Twitter” and “Instgram” Account for the club to 
       further reach out to new members and those expressing an interest in our club, and to utilize social  
       media resources for advertising.  

      Megan also re surveyed the club for the most desired designs and adjusted examples for the Club Trailer  
      labeling project. 

(7)  Show Committee Report:  John Rettler reported that the show is about 95% of goal, 6000 Flyers are out,  
        and are available to all members.  Only a one Vendors not accounted for and committed 
       
(8)  The Sunshine Committee Report was presented by Mary Rettler:  Birthdays for January are: Todd      
      Shudarek, Donald Tobias, Javier Benitez, Jeanette Adams & Gail Perrin. 

      A “Shout Out” from Russ & Liz Fuhrer who are traveling Arizona and will give an update when they return.   

(9)  Program Committee Report: Carol Ward announced that in February – A Pewaukee Police Officer will be 
      Addressing the club on protecting against fraud and ideas on how to better provide security at our show. 

(10)  Education Committee report by Mike Andrysczyk.  Mike reported on Dr. Vinoo Cameron of Athens  
        Wisconsin, who contacted us about his ability to use mathematics to identify Jade in Wisconsin.  The data     
       was inconclusive; and we will wait to see of any further contact is received. 

        It was also noted that Mary Nettesheim would be presenting at the Janesville Show with the Monroe Club. 

       Also, Javier Benitez who does Rock Photography will be putting together a segment to enlighten the club to  
       that aspect of the science and hobby. 

       Continued on nest page 
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Continued from page 3 

(Old Business) 

(11)  Debbie Elftman brought up we should establish a time for the club to meet and sort, label and price the  
        Club Sales specimens and materials for the show.  It was determined that February 1st & 2nd or 8th & 9th,  
        would be set aside to accomplish the task.   

[1] 
      Debbie Elftman further requested donations for the upcoming show for the Club Sales.  Any materials,  
      specimens and thoughts regarding accumulating stock should be considered by all members and arrange to  
       accumulate whatever we can found from whatever resources we have available.   

      The KMGS Trailer modifications will be reviewed and addressed as soon as practical, based upon having an 
      indoor location to work on the project.  On November 3rd, it was loaded with club inventory and will be  
     arranged and have shelving installed.  The outside logo, lettering and banners is being addressed. 

     Mike Andrysczyk was also concerned about whether there are enough canisters for the upcoming show.  
     Mary Rettler assured him that his were ready, and she was looking into filling a total of 2,000 for the sifter  
     by the show date.  

(New Business) 

(12)  Debbie Elftmann mentioned that anyone wanting a name tag, should contact her to have one made up by  
         the time of the show.   

(13)  The discussion continued on the KMGS Scholarship distributions.  Dave & Debbie Elftman have a  
        potential recipient at the Oconomowoc School and the club will determine how to address the matter. 

(14)    Field Trip Chairman Ed Sanford indicated that he is planning some field trips for the upcoming summer,  
          perhaps to Mazon Creek IL. or Keokuk IA. He will circulate a survey in the very near future.    

          John & Mary Rettler also noted the will be doing an “impromptu outing” and campout this late spring, or  
         early summer to The Marathon – Wood County area, which is only a 2.5-hour drive.  The Dells of the Eau  
         Claire County Park offers a chance to inspect the Rhyolite and Pillow Lava in the river, and enjoy  
          camping in the scenic park, or fishing in the Eau Claire River.  Just 40 minutes away near an abandoned  
         Soap Stone Mine is the Mead Wildlife Area and a short hike into the area it is reported that there is soap 
         stone specimens to be found.  Details will be announced later. 

(15)  The Show Committee is considering a memorial for Milt Wilson (and any other lost members) for the     
         annual show.  Approval was assumed; and there seemed to be no rebuttal. 

(16)  John & Mary Rettler bought over 500 “Scratch” or “Streak Plates” for the club.  These can be used at the  
       show for the Kids Korner or other applications and is soliciting ideas on how to use them. 
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(Con%nued	from	page	4)	

(17)  Goodie Detail for February will be Don & Nanci Shervey & Winnie Madding.   

(18)  There was discussion on sharing and reciprocating Security duties with the WGS (Wisconsin 
Geological Society) at our shows.  Ed Sanford made the motion to make the arrangements.  Seconded by 
Marlene Ilecki.  The motion carried, and President Ilecki will make the arrangements.  Their show is in May. 

(Announcements) 

(18)  We received a Thank-you note from Karen Wilson for the flowers at Milts Memorial, and another  
         from the MWF (Midwest Federation) for the donation to the scholarship fund in his name. 

(19)  Door prizes were donated by Janet Schmitt 

(20)  The next meeting is on Wednesday February 20th, 2019. 

       [2] 
(21)  Debbie Elfman has various Lapidary and Jewelry making magazines available to anyone who wants 
them.   

(22)  Janet Schmitt reported on the recent Special on England’s Mary Anning and her contributions to the 
Fossil world and geological contributions regarding her discoveries including the Sea Dragons. 

(23)  Motion to adjourn by David Elftman.   Second by Debbie Elftman.  Motion Carried at 7:48 pm. 

John M Rettler – Secretary 
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THE LAST WORD 
Greetings fellow icicles.  As I write this the temperature is supposed to be moderating to a plus 
single digit reading.  Many places that have closed due to cold are being reopened and soon the 
kids will be going back to school instead of bouncing off the walls in the house and the mail will 
again be delivered (FYI: cold is not mentioned in the Post Office unofficial motto.).  Time to get 
back to whatever is considered normal.  I will also mention that time is getting short for us to 
ready our displays for the annual KMGS show. 

You will note that this issue is couple of days late.  This is because I wanted to include a piece 
about the weekend rock sort at the Steele Building. You will find it on page 2. 

Thought for the month 
Was that really a polar vortex attack, or was Elsa from the movie Frozen just having a little fun? 
Happy rockhounding!!!


Tony Ilecki

Editor

UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 2-3, 2019: Appleton WI: “Fox Rocks”
Grand Meridian, 2621 N. Oneida, Appleton, WI
Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4
March 9-10, 2019: West Bend WI: Kettle Moraine Geological Society Show
Washington County Fair Park & Convention Center
3000 Hwy PV ( 1 block E of St. Hwy 45)
Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4
March 23-24, 2019: Janesville, WI: Badger Lapidary and Geological Society Show
Rock County Fairgrounds, Craig Center Building, 1301 Craig Ave.
Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4
March 27 & 28  Eau Claire, WI  Chippewa Valley Gem & Mineral Society Annual Show.  
Sat 9 am - 5 pm; Sun 10 am - 4 pm.  Eau Claire Expo Center Bldg, Lorch Ave, Eau Claire.  Contact:  Paul 
Tubbs, (715) 834-5747; bizpain1@gmail.com
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