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The Kettle Moraine Geological Society (KMGS) was organized in 1960
for the purpose of gathering and disseminating knowledge of geology
and the earth sciences
Our meetings are held at the Pewaukee Public Library on the third
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM. Guests are always welcome.
Persons interested in becoming members can obtain an application
form from any of the oﬃcers.
Visit our website at www.kmgsrocks.com and like us on facebook.
The Kettle Krier is the oﬃcial publication of KMGS and is published
each month. Articles for publication must be submitted no later than
the second weekend of the month prior to publication.
KMGS is a member of the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and
Geological Society and the American Federation of Geological
Societies.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Another year is coming to a close, a year with both good news
and bad. 2018 was a year of another successful annual show
(Thank you show committee), the addition of a trailer to help
transport KMGS stuﬀ to events like the 4th of July celebration in
Germantown, and a continuation of the outreach programs to
schools and other organizations. Plus, charter member Bernice
McCloskey was chosen to select the scholarship recipients for
the MWF. Finally, after the election of oﬃcers (yes you are stuck
with me for another year) I welcome Javier Benitez aboard as our
new Vice President.
Unfortunately, it was also the year of the deaths of two long time
members, Alan Hanson in February and Milt Wilson in
November. Both will be greatly missed by all.
See you all on Wednesday, December 19 at 6:30pm for annual
Christmas cookie bash.
Tony Ilecki, President KMGS

Our next meeting is on December 19, 2018 at 6:30PM at the Pewaukee Public Library
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A SAD GOODBYE TO MILT WILSON

Member Milt Wilson passed away on Sunday, November 18, 2018.
Milt became a member in 2004 and was president of KMGS 2006 and 2007. His knowledge of
rocks and his expertise in lapidary were great assets to KMGS members, and his
demonstrations of making cabochons at our show and various outreach programs was always a
hit with attendees. He will be missed by all who knew him.
KMGS members send our prayers and condolences to his family and friends.

Milt Wilson demonstrating his cabochon technique at our show
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MEMBER NOTES
DECEMBER BIRTHDAY WISHES GO OUT TO THESE MEMBERS:
James Mading, Dec 2 Cliﬀ Gence, Dec 3 Debbi Elftman, Dec 13
Liz Fuher, Dec 18 Lynn Cooksey, Dec 20 Toni Schumacher, Dec 30
Renee Keranen, Dec 30

Garret Schumacher is back among the
walking after his knee replacement and
was present at our meeting this month.
Glad to have you back Garret.

Janet Schmitt is reported to be home and
recuperating nicely after her hip
replacement. This is good since the
baseball season is only 5 months away.

Hey there, get out your thinking caps and put together a design for the KMGS trailer
banner. It should include the logo, club name and anything else you can think of to help
publicize our group. The winning designer will receive the gratitude of the club and a
rock of our choosing.
We are also working on getting an indoor place to work on the trailer interior and add
shelving, etc. for organization. When we get a place, date and time, help will be needed
to do the work. Updates will be sent by email to all.

NOVEMBER MEETING REVIEW
38 members braved the threat of snow (just a dusting) to meet and talk about various
things.
The elections were held and it is now oﬃcial, the oﬃcers of KMGS for 2019 are as
follows:
President: Tony Ilecki
Vice President: Javier Benitez
Treasurer: Carol Ward
Secretary: John Rettler
Megan McDonald was appointed as Web Master/Tech chair
Mary Nettesheim provided the evening’s program. An informative and entertaining slide
show of her trip through Arizona showing the Painted Desert, Petrified Forest National
Park and other attractions she visited during her search for more specimens for her
collection called “Arizona Rocks”.
Great job Mary! Some of us just added a few more road trips to our bucket list.
Refreshments were provided by Peter Graetz and Garret and Toni Schumacher.
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November 28th, 2018 KMGS Monthly Meeting
Meeting Called to Order by President Tony Ilecki 6:34 PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the 38 Members in attendance.
The first order of business was the sad announcement of the unexpected passing of Milt Wilson. Milt
was a longtime member of the club, an active presenter and enjoyed sharing his expertise of
Cabochons and will be sadly and badly missed.
New Guest in attendance: Liza Wallner.
Sec. John Rettler read the Minutes of the October Meeting. Mary Nettesheim made motion to accept as
read. Second by Liz Fuhrer. Motion Carried.
Treasurers Report was read by Treasurer Carol Ward. Motion by Garret Schmacher to accept as read.
Second by Liz Fuhrer. Motion Carried.
The Tech Committee Report was presented by Richard Rosenberger. Richard suggested the expansion of
Media exposure through Social Media for the upcoming show, and each member should utilize their social
media resources for advertising.
Show Committee Report: John Rettler reported that the show is about 86% of goal, 5000 Flyers are out,
and are available to all members. Only a few Vendors not yet committed. It was also suggested the
expansion of Social Media use for advertising the upcoming show
The Sunshine Committee Report was presented by Marlene Ilecki. Birthday wishes for: Ed Sanford, Linda
Brothen, Tim Perrin, & Jeannie Lyons.
Program Committee Report: Carol Ward announced that in December the Program will be the Annual
Christmas Party. In January Mike Andrysczyk will present his routine talk for us to learn and duplicate, so
we can expand the knowledge of the club to outside schools and organizations etc.
Education Committee report by Mike Andrysczyk. Mike spoke to 880 member of the Interfaith Group as
a member of the RSP (Retired Senior Program) he is a member of. In January he will be addressing the
Greenfield School System classes.
(Old Business)
The KMGS Trailer has arrived. On November 3rd, it was loaded with club inventory and will be arranged
at a later date and have shelving installed and ideas for an outside logo, lettering and banners is being
solicited. If you have a design idea, have it designed, sketched or presented for consideration.
Debbie Elftman requested donations for the upcoming show for the Club Sales. Any materials, specimens
and thoughts regarding accumulating stock should be considered by all members and arrange to
accumulate whatever we can found from whatever resources we have available.

Continued on nest page
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Continued from page 4
The discussion continued on the KMGS Scholarship distributions. Some members have been speaking to
their local schools and they are finding some interest for the KMGS to explore and award funds
and programs to students. We will continue to define how this may be utilized by the club. Both Dave
Elftman and Javier Benitez have found potential recipients for the KMGS to assist.
There was some limited discussion on a KMGS Promotion package for both the show and for promoting
KMGS for auxiliary education services for the public. Maybe even an Education Display for use by the
entire club.
(New Business)
Goodie Detail for January will be Megan McDonald & Dave & Debbie Elftman
(Announcements)
New Member to Club: Calvin Held of Kewaskum
Door prizes were donated by: Doug Liepens and Garret & Toni Schumacher.
Annual Dues are due at or by the December Meeting.
The next meeting is the Christmas party on Wednesday December 19th, all members are asked to bring
their favorite Christmas snacks or wares to share.
The November Program will be by Mary Nettesheim who reported on her trip to “Rocking Arizona”.
Election Of Officers for the 2019 Year:
The Nominating Committee of Dave Elftman, Megan McDonald, & Javier Benitez had only one volunteer
for the position of Vice President, and Javiar Benitez will be the new Vice President. The other positions
were unopposed, so the 2019 Board of Directors and Officers will be:
President & Board Member:
Vice President & Board Member:
Treasurer & Board Member:
Secretary & Board Member:
Board Member: (Past President):
Web Master (* New Position)

Tony Ilecki
Javiar Benitez
Carol Ward
John Rettler
Peter Graetz
Megan McDonald

Motion to adjourn by Mike Andrysczyk . Second by Garrett Schumacher. Motion Carried at 7:36 pm.

John M Rettler – Secretary
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December Meeting Preview
The December meeting will be the Christmas Goodie Bash, when members bring their favorite Christmas
treats to share and get to socialize. Cherie Zahn will bring her guitar and lead us in a Christmas Carol sing-a-

Mineral Collecting in Winter
Tony Ilecki

I bring tidings of good news to the collectors of minerals in the northern areas of the country. Many
of these folks tend to stay indoors and not look for new specimens during the winter months
because of the cold and diﬃcult conditions at collecting sites. However there is an opportunity to
collect a mineral which can be found in abundance nearly everywhere in this climate and has a
multitude of crystalline shapes that form naturally. These crystals are produced in the atmosphere
and drift to the ground during periods of precipitation. Collecting is as easy as opening your door
and sticking out your hand.
Yes, I am talking about the snowflake. These little items meet the five criteria of being a mineral; a
naturally occurring, solid, inorganic, chemical compound, with ordered structure. An added plus is
that the crystalline structure of each flake is diﬀerent, so there will be no duplicates in any
collection.
They fall in great quantities and pile up to the point of having to be removed by shovel or
snowblower. These specimens, while easy to collect, are hard to preserve since they are very
fragile and exposure to temperatures above 32 F tend to change the structure to a liquid form.
Once this happens, it is no longer a mineral since it does not meet the criteria of being a solid. This
is why there are very few, if any, snowflake mineral collections to be found on display at mineralogy
shows or museums.
So, if you are up to a challenge, collecting and preserving this mineral with such a short life might
be something to attempt. Should you have success, KMGS would love to display your collection
at our next show.
A final word, the ice cubes in your cocktail are not minerals (not naturally occurring).
Note: information about the criteria of a mineral taken from geology,com and wikipedia
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December 19, 2018: The KMGS annual Christmas Cookie Bash to be held after the monthly meeting. Bring a bunch of
your favorite Christmas treats to share, and sample those of other members

THE LAST WORD
The Holiday season is upon us, and if you are like me, you are scrambling to get all the rocks and minerals
you collected oﬀ of the chairs and tables in your home to make room to sit and enjoy the holiday gettogethers. May you find a place for all your treasures, and most importantly, may you delight in the
company of family and friends during this Christmas season.
I am still looking for stories and or ideas for articles to put in the Krier. Somebody has got to have some
tips, tales of the hunt, or even some old rock jokes/cartoons that will entertain both of my readers (one of
them is my proofreader). Call me with your ideas or email them to me at tilecki@ymail.com.

A THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
When you think about it, a rock IS a hard place

MERRY CHRISTMAS
&
HAPPY NEW YEAR
Happy rockhounding!!!
Tony Ilecki
Editor
email: tilecki@ymail.com
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